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member, used in asptech in August last, near St. 
Joseph, Missouri: 

“ Bat what is the excuse for calling out these enrolled 
militia??? " * * " « You are no doubt sur- 
prised to see that these militia are kept standing guard over 
hegre property.” * * * * * ® § * 

“< Bul, tellow-eitizens, let me speak further on this sub- 
ject. Why does the Governor demand the removal of all 
Federal soldiers out of his burders? Why does he say, 
‘Remove them and | will call out loyal men of the State, 
if you will atlow me to do as [ wish?? Now what was his 
object? He desired to see the property of his dear friends 
taken care of, and-he knew if the Federal soldiers were 
here he could not da it. But he bas taxed you $3,000,000 
fot the privilege of removing them, supplying their place 
with the militia, and putting you under martial law. The 
Federal soldiers would uot be negro-catchers.” 

"In that very'speech the sitting member declared 
that there was no. necessity for calling out the mi- 
litia of Missouri, and that the only purpose for 
which that militia was called out was to stand 
guard over the negroes of rebels and rebel sym- 
pathizers. 

And now I wish to show the inconsistency of 
the gentleman. As a brigadier general in the 
State, he used all his efforts to prevent the re- 
moval of two negroes from the State by an Illi- 
eis regiment, who had come there to aid in our 
defense. He was at that timea brigadier general 
in our State without a command—‘ a brigadier 
without a brigade’’—and he attempted to take the 
negroes of ae from aloyalregiment. He went 
to the commander of the post at St. Joseph and 
told him that the negroes were not to be taken 
away, snd that if he would not give them up, he 
would call out all the force under his command, 
give them battle, and seize the negroes. And yet 
ie complains of Governor Gamble for calling out 
troops to stand guard over the negroes of rebels. 
True, he says that he was acting under the or- 
ders of General Halleck. I doubt whether Gen- 
eral Halleck ever issued any order that author- 
ized such a construction. But the gentleman was 
not in command there, and it was not his duty to 
do it. He must have felt a good deal that way, 
or he would not have gone into:the business so 

ardently. 

I know that the gentleman has objected to the 
presence of Federal troops in our State. I know 
that the gentleman did not like that they should 
come there. The gentleman and myself occupied 
different attitudes in 1861. When the rebellion 
commenced in 1860, shortly after it was ascer: 
tained that Mr. Lincoln was elected President of 
the United States, | was the editor of a leading 
Rell-Everett.paper in that State, that was regarded 
as the organ of that party in the State, and as 
soon as it was ascertained that Mr. Lincoln was 
elected | sought to place myself on the record for 
the Union, and during that week I, with others, 
Fr up a call fur a public meeting in favor of the 

nion, to be held at the court-house on the 23d 
of November, 1860. That call was signed by 
almost every prominent man in that section, but 
the name of A sitting member does not appear 
upon that call; he did not sign it. We held that 
meeting, and passed resolutions that would go 
through this House now. I was chairman of t 
committee that reported those resolutions, and al- 
though the speeches made might have been heard 
both at the office and at the house of the sitting 
member, he was not there participating in the 
proceedings at all, 

1, as the conductor of a newspaper, looked. 
round in those perilous times to see who would 
stand by me,and L looked for that gentleman and 
other distinguished gentlemen who had beed as- 
sociated with me jin the old Whig party, but he 
and other old friends avoided me gs if | had been 
a viper. I can appeal, not only to the people of 
Missouri who know me, but to distinguished 
geatliemen from that State who are now in this 
city who will bear testimony to the fact that while 
others may have’ been faithless I have always 
been faithful andtrue, There is not a blot upon 
my patriotism or upon my escutcheon. ‘| made 
various Union speeches, and was the editor of a 
fay ween the time, and had to speak out six 
daysin the week, and if £ had faltered in any one 
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respect the genteman would have hunted up my 


| record. He did huntup my record, and he found 


that I had attended a meeting for general delib- 


| eration at which several gentlemen made seces- 


sion speeches, and all he could find was that I 


| said there that Union men should not be ignored. 


1 had the boldness and temerity to get up at that 
meeting, and when I did so hisses sounded all 
over the hall, and it was only at the intercession 
of gentlemen that I was allowed to speak at all, 


| and the first words I used were: ** Gentlemen, as 
_long as I have a voice Union mew shall not be 


ignored.”” A secessionist, at another time, in- 
formed ‘me one Sunday morning that they were 
going to raise a secession flag over my office, and 
advised me to submit to it quietly. L told him 


if it was put oF it would have to be over my dead | 


body. The rebel rag did not wave over the Jour- 
nal office, and did not go up. 


I tell you, gentlemen, that when you want to 
test the 


the men who stood from November, 1860, to 


November, 1861, struggling for the Union in those | 


perilous times. There are many in our State 
who can be loyal now, like the sitting member, 
who never exhibited his loyalty until after the 
arrival of Federal troops, and when it was clear to 
all men of common sense that the rebels would 
never have control of the State again. The first 
time | saw any manifestation of loyalty from him 
was after the arrival of the sixteenth Illinois and 
second Kansas regiments in St. Joseph. 

Ata Union meeting that was called thé evening 
these troops arrived in St. Joseph, where | was 
chairman, he was called out, and came forward 
and made a speech, 1 was glad to welcome him. 
True, he was an eleventh-hour man, but, unlike 
the eleventh-hour man mentioned in the parable, 
who got the same wages as those who came in 
the first hour, he got more than those who had 
been always true and loyal. Before a month 
passed he asked and received the commission of 
brigadier general, and in that position he was 
soon at work endeavoring to catch secession nig- 
gers and take them away from Federal soldiers. 
[ stood true to the flag in times that tried men’s 
souls in my State, hen I came here to the 
extra session in 1861 every loyal member gave me 
his hand and recognized my loyalty and services; 
and now | come here again, after a great wrong 
committed against me, aad find members of this 
House willing to reject my just claim to a seat 
here and to give it to a man who did not exhibit 
any loyalty when there was a necessity for its 
avowal. I never doubted that at heart the sitting 
member was a good, loyal, Union man, because 
his father-in-law was a good Union man. 


I find in a correspondence from this city, pub- | 


lished in a St. Joseph paper that has the genile- 
man’s name atits head as candidate for Governor, 
the following reference is made to this case: 


‘¢ General Loan Was four out of the six Union members 
of the Committee of Elections.in his favor, and if the Union 
side of the House are not swayed by executive influcice 
he will retain his seat.” 


It is true, Mr. Spenker, that the President, of 
the United States is a personal friend of mine, al- 
though | am not his political friend. Lenjoyed his 
acquaintance and friendship before he was a can- 
didate for the Presidency. I am prepared to say 
to this ELouse that if he has endeavored to infu- 
ence any getitioman on this floor in my favor it 
has been without asking on my part. oo sure 
that he would not doit. The writer had no other 
reason for this suspicion of Mr. Lincoln but the 


hostility of the sitting member to the President. | 
And I can say tothe Republican side of the Flouse | 


that no man in Missouri more ‘persistently op- 
posed the Administration than the sitting mem- 
ber; nor is there any member on the Democratic 
side of this House more bitter.in his feelings to 
Mr. Lincoln now than General Loan is. He was 
a candidate fora seat in the Senate of the United 
States and canvassed the congressional district 
throughout; but when his claim came before the 
Legislature of Missouri he got but 7 votes, and 
every one of these supporters of his voted against 


oyalty of men in our State you must try | 
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the 19 members from that congressional district, 
16 of them anti-slavery men and but 3 regarded 
as conservative, he was only able to get one vote, 
And to-day, among the original Republicans in 
the district, the men who sowed the seed and built 
up the party there, I could beat him ten to one, 


| | could get the votes of the Administration men 


and of all the Republicans who voted for Mr. 


| Lincoln except the Germans. I doubt whether 


the sitting member could even get the German 
vote now, for he has deserted Frémont since he 
came here, and has gone over to Mr. Chase, 
[laughter,} through the seductive influence of the 
genuteman from Maryland, [Mr. Davis. } 

Much objection here is urged against rebel 
sympathizers voting. With the radicals it is all 
right when this class vote their ticket, but they 
drive them from the polls and all others who op- 
pose them when they attempt to vote against 
them, The St. Joseph Tribune, the organ of Gen- 
eral Loan, just the other day used the fotowing 

a 


| language in an invitation to all to vote the radice 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


ticket: 


* But if success attends any of these men hereafter, the 
must come now and be immersed in the pure waters o 


| radicalism. It has virtue to wash away the sins of a rebel, 


and if itis possible for an honest man to become crimsoned 
with treason his sins can be made white as snow.”’ 


{ Laughter. ] 

He tells the rebel sympathizers to come in with 
them and that radicalism would wash them from 
their sins as whiteassnow. (Laughter.}. When 
they vote for Bruce it is all wrong, but it is all 
right when wed vote for the sitting member, {Gen- 
eral Loan,] Is not this bid for reliel voters? 
The sitting member’s name is at the head of that 
paper for Governor, and this is an invitation to 
rebel sympathizers to voteforhim. ([(Laughter.] 

I am under obligation to the two gentlemen 
who spoke yesterday {Messrs. Extotr and Davis] 
for their uniform courtesy toward me. But the 

ntleman from Massachusetts [Mr. Ex1or] says 
1¢ has always been in the habit of voting for the 
report of the committee, taking it for granted it is 
all right. It appears, however, since that gen- 
tleman has been in Congress, most of the decis- 
ions of Congress have been in favor of his polit- 
ical friends, and:in such cases he votes for the 
report of the committee without examination. 
The réportin this case, however, is againsta polit- 
ical friend, and he then for the first time looks into 
the case. Is not the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts a little apprehensive that critical people may 
indulge the suspicion tliat he might be actuated 
by a principle of devotion to party, rather than 
justice and fairness in his action on contested- 
election cases, by his course in this case? 

Four years ago there was a contested-election 
case in which the grounds set forth are identical 
with those set out here. That was the case of 
Blair vs. Barrett, and the House voted Barrett 
out and Blair in. ‘The idetitical principle of that 
case is involved in this, and when | came here t 
made out a list of gentlemen upon this floor, some 
fifteen of them, who voted for Blair, and at the 
head of it I put the Speaker of this House. I 
expected 1 would find all those gentlemen my 
friends—if they regarded consistency—and | went 
first to the chairman of the Committee of Wa 
and Means, [Mr. Srrevens,} he being a bright and 
shining hghtin bis party—and very deservedly so 
—but I did not meet with mach success in that 
quarter,;and therefore I did noteall upon the lesser 
stars among the remaining fifteen. [Laughter.} 

It has been said here that this side of the House 
cannot spare the vote ef the sitting member, and 
that gentlemen might be excused for straining a 
point. I do not. say that gentlemen did wron 


| four years ago, but if they did wrong then there 


was some excuse for it, because the vote was very 
close, 92 to 91,and the party wanted to retain the 
power, But here you have a large majority and 
you can afford to be liberal. (Laughter.} We 
in Missouri have to vote again in November, and 
we shall be back again on the first Monday in De+ 
cember, and you will only jose a Representative 
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for about one month, as this session is near its 
close. You can afford to be fair now without any 
loss. 

The gentleman from Maryland (Mr. Davis} 


took the right view of this matter. It was that 
interference in an election vitiates it. I had the 
same idea myself, and I made out my tables upon 
that principle, excluding the counties where there 
was interference and counting only the counties 
where there was a fair election, and I beat the sit- 
ting member over 1,000 votes. The principle is 
a correct one, and | am surprised that a gentle- 
man who has as high a reputation as the gentle- 
man from Maryland, who voted for putting out 
Barrett and putting in Blair, should yet vote to 
retain the sitting member in his seat. 

Look at the testimony. Colonel Branch was 
the Republican candidate, and was recognized as 
the emancipation candidate. Neither the sitting 
member nor myself avowed ourselves as in favor 
of it. In the counties where there was no inter- 
ference Branch’s majority over the sitting mem- 
ber was 477. Branch received over 2,600 votesin 
the race, 2,500 of them in the undisturbed coun- 
ties, and only about 100 in the counties where the 
military interfered. Allusion has been made to 
Governor Hail as having voted for the sitting 
member. He was a leading and a shining light 
of the Democratic party. ‘The gentleman [Mr. 
Loan] knew his power and influence; and two 
weeks before the election he wrote to Governor 
Hall, saying to him that the abolitionists were 
troubling him more than the secessionists. The 
contents of that letter was doubtless circulated 
throughout the whole district, and it had theeffect, 
as the sitting member intended, to cause General 
Hall and others to vote for him, when I thought 
ae that he would vote for me. This letter 

ad an influence on him, as he was opposed both 
to secessionists and abolitionists. 

Here the hammer fell.} 

r. LOAN. Mr. Speaker, to-day I speak for 
and on behalf of the loyal men of northwest 
Missouri and not for myself. It is their cause 
and not mine thatI plead. It is their conduct 
that is impeached, and it is my duty to defend 
them against the wrongs alleged against them. 
The propriety of my conduct has not been ques- 
tioned; malice itself has not even dared to breathe 
a suspicion against it; and in this I deem myself 
most fortunate, as it the better enables me to vin- 
dicate my friends from the gross outrages which 
have been so wantonly inflicted upon them. The 
very able, eloquent, and exhaustive arguments 
that have been made in this case have rendered 
unnecessary much that I otherwise would have 
said. But for the ee of effecting the objects 
I have in view I deem it necessary that a brief 
reference should be made to the merits of this 
case; and L.respectfully ask the attention of the 
House while I allude to them. Properly speak- 
ing this is not a contested-electioncase. But it is 
a public prosecution instituted by a self-appointed 
agent for purposes of his own. He has no au- 
thority from the public to prosecute on their be- 
half, and he has no rights of his own to vindicate. 
And while the precedents authorize such a pros- 
ecution, yet the House has never disfranchised a 
district, as is sought to be done in this case, ex- 
cept where it was necessary to be done to pre- 
serve the freedom and purity of the ballot-box, 
and then only upon evidence the most definite, 
clear, and conclusive. 

The rule of action in such cases has become 
fixed and is well defined. It is necessary in a 
case like ae for the prosecutor to show 
such a distu ce at the polls as to prevent the 
majority from voting on the day of the election. 
Anything short of this is insufficient; otherwise 
the majority would-ever be at the mercy of the 
winority.. And such disturbance must actually 
exist at the polls on the day of the election; the 
anticipation of trouble, disturbance, or difficulty 
is insufficient. Itis the duty of voters to attend 
there on the day of the election, and if they fail to 
discharge this duty it is no cause of complaint that 
their votes are not recorded, No onecan say that 
they would net have been permitted to vote had 
bo offered to do so; should a different rule pre- 

it the minority at any time could prevent an 
election by inducinga few fist-fightsat some of the 
precincts, or by putting in circulation a few days 
in advance of the time fixed for an election a ru- 
mor that there would be a disturbance at the polls. 


I have said that the contestant appears before 
this House in the character of a volunteer prose- 
cutor for the public good. There is no pretense 
that he is entitled to a seat on this floor. He 
comes to vindicate the rights, as he says, of a 
majority of the loyal people of the seventh con- 
gressional district in Missouri. Prima facie the 
case is against him. The officers*‘whose duty it 
was to conduct the election and ascertain the re- 
sult were satisfied with the fairness of the elec- 
tion, and have, under the broad seal of the State, 
sent a member here to represent that district in 
this Congress; and unless the contestant by his 
allegations and proofs can overturn this case, he 
must fail in his prosecution. By the law he was 
required in his notice of contest to state specific- 
ally the matters of which he complained. This 
he failed to do, and could not have done because 
no facts existed which vitiated the election, and 
hence it was impossible to specify them. An at- 
tempt to have done so would have only exposed 
the weakness of his case, and it was supposed 
that his entire disregard of the provisions of the 
statute would have been considered by the com- 
mittee as equally fatal. Hence, to the general 
averments of unfairness in the election contained 
in the notice of contest is objected only the like 
general denials in theatiswer. Without any def- 
‘nite issues being made in the notice of contest 
and the answer, there is no limit to the range of 
evidence, and as the contestant continued taking 
his depositions until last November, it was utterly 
impossible to anticipate or rebut his testimony, 
No specific issues have been made, and the only 
case that is now before the House for tonsidera- 
tion is the one supposed to be founded on the evi- 
dence. The committee being unable to find any 
case stated in the notice, have considered it proper 


for them to look into the testimony as printed to- 


see if hey could find one there, and after looking 
through that heterogeneous mass of incongruities, 
the majority of the committee cannot say that by 
the evidence it is affirmatively made manifest to 


‘their minds that the election was a fair one, there- 


fore they report against it. 
say: 

‘It is impossible to determine either the precise ex- 
tent of the interference complained of or to ascertain def- 
initely the number of legal voters who were prevented 
from voting by the violence and threats of the armed mi- 
litia and others.” 


In their report they 


The burden of proof is on the contestant to 
show these facts, and his failure to doso destroys 
his case; but the iajority of the committee pre- 
sume, in the absence of evidence showing the 
contrary, that the interference was such as to in- 
validate the election. The conclusion does not 
see.a to be a very logical one. But it is denied 
that this statement of the majority of the com- 
mittee is true in fact. It was not only possible 
but very easy to have ascertained every voter in 
the county, and learned from him whether he had 
been prevented from voting. The contestanthad 
the whole year in which to procure this evidence. 
His depositions taken last November are on file 
without exception. He had ample time and op- 
portunity to ascertain the names of all the voters 
in Buchanan county, and no one can doubt his 
industry... The truth is he has them all in the rec- 
ord, and they are less than twenty in number. 

Before pursuing further the course of the ma- 
jority of the committee in their search for facts 
which might invalidate the election in the seventh 
congressional district in Missouri, it is proper, 
for the purpose of ascertaining the relative value 
of the facts, to consider them in relation to the 
condition of the oer For more than eigh- 
teen months prior to the election civil war had 
raged among the people there with unusual vio- 
lence. At the beginning the people were nearly 
equally divided; communities and even families 
were separated by the most relentless hatred. 
Prior thereto and up to the time of the election 
large numbers of the citizens had joined the rebel 
armies and were beyond the limits of the State, 
and other large numbers had entered the volunteer 
service of the Federal Government. Inthe summer 
of 1862the disloyal citizens remaining within the 
State organized in guerrilla bands in such force 
as to threaten the destruction of the provisional 
government, in consequence of which all the Joyal 
militia of the State were organized for the defense 
of the State. ‘ Some seventy-five-or eighty regi- 
ments were organized, clothed, and equipped. 


As the quetien were suppressed these men were 
relieved from active service, until at the time of 
the election, in November, 1862, some entire regi- 
ments were relieved, as in St. Louis and else- 
where. In other localities a battalion was retained 
in service,and in others onlyacompany. Those 
who were not retained in active service were per- 
mitted to return to their usual avocations; and as 
all business in the country had been broken up 
and destroyed by the war, and in consequence 
material for clothing and means with which to 

urchase it were difficult to be obtained, the mi- 
iaenen found themselves under the necessity of 
wearing their military clothing when attending to 
their ordinary labor and business, Hence the wit- 
nesses speak of the militia being seen around the 
polls, when it was only the voters who were there 
as citizens, but who wore as usual their military 
clothing, because they had no other. They, were 
not there in the character of soldiers, but as citi- 
zens. " They were not in the military service, nor 
were they under the control of-any‘officers. - 

By Order No. 24 the disloyal portion of the 
population were prohibited from entering the mil- 
itary service of the State. All citizens were 
allowed to declare their own status; those who 
declared themselves loyal were organized as the 
militia of the State, and those who declared their 
sympathies to be with the rebellion were enrolled 
under Order No. 24 as disloyal, and on condition 
that they surrendered their arms they were per- 
mitted to remain quietly at home, so long as they 
behaved themselves, as will appear by the follow- 
ing extracts from said order: 

«General Order No. 23, from these headquarters, dated 
July 28, 1862, is hereby revoked. 

“All the Joyal men of Missour?’ subject to military duty 
will be organized into companies, regiments, and brigades, 
as ordered in General Orders No. 10, from these headquar- 
ters, dated July 22, 1862. 

*sAll disloyal men, and these who have at any time sym- 
pathized with the rebellion, are required to report at the 
nearest military post, or other enrolling station, be enrolled, 
surrender their arms, and return to their homes or ordinary 
places of business, where they will be permitted to remain 
so Jong as they shal! continue quietly attending to their or- 
dinary and legitimate business, and in no way give aid or 
comfert to the enemy. Disloyal persons or sympathizers 
with the rebellion will not be nized into companies, 


nor required nor permitted to do duty in the Missouri 


militia,”? 

The evidence shows (see Abell’s evidence , Mis- 
cellaneous Document, page 44) that this list in 
St. Joseph contained some nine hundred names. 
Gentlemen who voluntarily enrolled themselves 
as being disloyal in their sentiménts, to come 
entering the military service for the defense of the 
State, are certainly not the proper persons to ask 
this House to disfranchise the district in which 
they reside, because it does not “reer that they 
were counted on the poll-books. ‘To their credit 
be it said that much the largest, and certainly the 
most respectable, part of them never offered to 
vote, not being willing perhaps to take the oath 
prescribed in the convention ordinance, and no 
doubt deeming its terms inconsistent with their 
then recent declarations of openeey with the 
rebellion. Buta few of the more abandoned ones, 
men who are sunk so low in treason and infathy 
that all sense of common decency and propriety 
is lost, attempted to vote, and to share in direct- 
ing the policy of a State that they were unwilling 
to defend. Such men as Abell, the brother-in- 
law of the notorious guerrilla, bandit, and thief, 
Jeff. Thompson; Dr. Lamime, who cailed for and 
gave three groans for the United States soldiers 
who raised the flag over the post office in St. Jo- 
seph in 1861; and Orton Loomis, who raised and 
flew a rebel flag on his premises during the sum- 
mer of 1861, and who was arrested and confined 
by military authoriiy for his treason, were of the 
number; and two of these three voted at the elec- 
tion in 1862. That loyal men should feel out- 

at such a desecration of the elective fran- 
chise is but natural, and some disturbance at the 
polls was the cgnsequence of such outrages; but 
that it was of such a character as to invalidate 
the election J deny. ; 

The disturbance atthe polls of which the most 
serious complaint is made was in the city of St. 
Joseph. A reference to the facts, as shown by 
the evidence, will show that nothing was done 
there which prevented a full vote. ere were 
six incts im the town, et which any voter 
could have polled his vote. At three of them the 
election non quietly during the day with- 
out any disturbance whatever. ‘ At another one, 
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the Allen House, no one was prevented from vote 
ing.who offered to vote. It is true that the evi- 
dence shows there was a personal difficulty be- 
tween old man Cowie and another man, but it 
was after Mr. Cowie had voted. 

There was some difficulty at the market-house 
precinct, and J think it probable some two or three 

rsons may have been prevented from voting, 

ut it is not certain that all of these voters wou 
have voted for the contestant. Mr. Ensworth, 
one of them, swears that he intended to have 
voted for the contestee. - a 

At the precinct at the court-house I think the 
evidence shows that the poll-books were torn up, 
and it also shows that no legal election was held 
there; in this, that the judges and clerks failed and 
neglected to take the oath prescribed by the con- 
vention ordinance, which required them to swear 
‘that they would not record, nor permit to be 
recorded, the nameofany voter who had not first 
taken the oath required to be taken by the first 
section of this ordinance.’’ 

Two sets of judges and clerks were appointed 
to hold the election at this precinct, = not one 
of them could be ee on to qualify accord- 
ing to law, and this omission may account for 
the number of the contestant’s friends who voted 
at that precinet.. The only wonder is that the 

ple who were so outraged remained so quiet 
as did the loyal people on that day. 

But it‘is a sufficient and to my mind a con- 
clusive answer to all that is alleged to have oc- 
curred in St. Joseph on that day to refer to the 
military orders issued by the Governor of the 
State agd by General Hall, who was then in com- 
mand of the district. These orders read as fol- 
lows: 





















[General Orders, No. 45.) 


Heapquarters State or Missouri, 
ADJUTANT GENERAL’s OrFfice, 
St. Louis, October 23, 1862. 


I. A general election,is to take place throughout the State 
the first Tuesday in November next. 

This is the first attempt of the people to choose their 
officers since the war of the rebellioncommenced. It will 
be an occasion when angry passion, excited by the war, 
might produce strife,and prevent the full expression of the 
popular will in the selection of officers. 

he convention has provided, by ordinance, that every 
voter shall, before voting, take a prescribed oath, and that 
no vote shall be counted in favor of any candidate fora 
State or county office unless he shall have taken an oath 
prescribed for candidates. The ordinance of the conven- 
= fixes heavy penalties upon those who take the oath 
alsely. "4 

These are the safeguards which the convention judged 
necessary to keep unfaithful and disloyal persong from ex- 
ercising power in the State. They are sufficient. No per- 
son must be allowed to interfere with the freedom of those 
qualified to vote under this ordinance. 

The enrolled militia, being citizens of the State, and very 
nearly all entitled by age to vote, will doubtless be gen- 
erally at places of voting. 

They are a body organized for the purpose of preventing 
violations of the law of the State, and they ali know that 
itis essential to the maintenance of our Government that 
all qualified voters should be allowed, without molestation 
ofany kind, to cast their votes as they please. . 

If. It is required of all officers and men of the enrolled 
militia that they keep perfect Order at the polls on the day 
of election, and that they see that no person is either kept 
from the polls by intimidation, or in any way interfered 
oe in voting at the polls for whatever candidate he may 
choose. 

ILI. If any officer or private shall either Interfere with 
the rights of voters, or countenance such interference by 
others, it will be treated as a high military offense, and 
punished with the utmost rigor. ‘i 

IV. Whenever there is any reason to a hend any in- 
terference with the. election on the part of bands of guer- 
rillas, the commanding officer of the nearest regiment will 
detail a sufficient foree to prevent any such interference, 
and station it where there is any apprehended danger. 

V. In case of disturbance arising which cannot be ar- 
rested by the civil authorities, any commissicned officer 
present is hereby ordered, at the request of any judge, sheriff, 
or justice of the peace, to use the necessary military foree to 
suppress it. 

1. Commanding officers of the enrolled Missouri mili- 
tia are hereby directed to see that the foregoing orders are 
strictly obeyed. 

By order of the commander-in-chief: 

WILLIAM D. WOOD, 
Acting Adjutant General, Missouri. 


‘(General Orders, No. 33.) 

Heapqvartenrs Sevenra Mitirrary District, 

St. Josern, Missouri, November 1, 1862.. 
The attention of ail officers and soldiers of the militinof 
this district is called to General Order No. 45, dated ‘‘ Head- 
apseete State of Missouri, Adjutant General’s office, St. 
October 23, 1862,°? with referetice to the election on 
Tuesdaynext. ‘The military should bear in mind that they 


are not the judges of the. qualifications of voters. ‘T. uty © 


of 
is ived by law on the j f the election. If these 
o ither admit imp borden to voté, or exchide 
ess cer from voting: the statutes of this Bias pre." 
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vide an ample remedy. The militia will carefully abstain 
from all acts calculated to interfere with the freedom of 
election, All officers who interfere with the rights of voters 
will be reported to the commander-in-chief, to be dealt 
with as he may decide. All soldiers guilty of the same of- 
fense will be punished as a court-martial shall determine, 
By order of Brigadier General Willard P. Hall: 
ELWOOD KIRBY, 
Assistant Adjutant General. 


By these orders the military force of the State 
was placed at the disposal of the civil authorities 
to keep the peace and to preserve order at the 
polls, and to see that all legal voters who desired 
to do so were permitted to vote, and penalties 
were denounced against any officer or soldier who 
should in any way interfere with the freedom of 
the election. And when the further facts are con- 
sidered, that General Hall, now acting Governor 
of the State, was in St. Joseph on the day of the 
election with an ample force at his command to 
enforce his orders-and protect the polls; that he 
was on duty that day and gave his personal at- 
tention to the election; that all guards stationed 
at the polls in the city on that day were placed at 
the request of contestant and were selected from 
the contestant’s political friends, who voted for 
him; that General Hall was satisfied with the 
fairness of the election; that no officer or soldier, 
as such, did anything to disturb the quiet of the 
election; that the contestant did not nor did any 
other person make any demand that any officer 
or soldier be punished under the provisions of Or- 
der No. 33 for disturbing the election, they ought 
to be conclusive that there had been no violation 
of the order and that the election was a fair one. 
In-addition, every State officer elected on that day 
was allowed to hold his office without any con- 
test, with but a single exception. Colonel Sev- 
‘erance’s election as State senator was contested, 
but the contestant abandoned the case without 
pressing it to a decision. 

Again, all the controversy that arose in that elec- 
tion grew out of the contest between the candi- 
dates for State and county officers. - Two week 
previous to the élection acounty convention was 
called to nominate an unconditional Union ticket 
for county officers, and on this ticket was placed 
the name of Colonel Severance for State senator, 
Major Bittenger and Captain Brierly for the State 
Legislature, Enos Craig for sheriff, &c. The meet- 
ing that made these nominations did not nominate 
nor in anywise indorse me as their candidate, so 
far as I am advised. I had been an independent 
candidate for some two weeks when this meeting 
was held. I had left the district about the Ist of 
August, 1862, and did not return to it until about 
the Ist of March, 1863. I never wrote or published 
any circular oraddress to the voters of the district, 
nor was there any concert of action between me 
and any of the candidates. And while the county 
officers were elected by small majorities, perhaps 
not exceeding 100, my majority inthe county was 
nearly 1,000. All the excitement on that day re- 
lated to the local election; there was no contro- 
versy about the congressional race; in the excite- 
ment the contestant’s name was not even mentioned; 
and while the voters were excited and divided on 
the candidates for the local offices, a large majority 
of them were for me, and voted accordingly. 

At Chillicothe Lieutenant Colonel Jacobson in- 
terfered with the election fora short time. He 
was there in the interest of Colonel Branch, who 
was also a candidate for Congress. Within the 
hour a telegram from Governor Gamble removed 
Jacobson, and the voting proceeded quietly during 
the remainder of the day. The contestant received 
at that precinct 173 votes, to 55 for me. | This, I 
aver, was the only place within the district where 
there was any: interference to prevent voters from 
voting b onifitar authority; and I now challenge 
the gentleman who will conclude this debate to 
refer to the evidence that will show any interfer- 
ence’ by military authority at any other place, 
and the evidence fails to show that any one was 
prevented from voting at this precinct. 

In Andrew county there, was no disturbance at 
the polls other than the usual jam when an ex- 
ee election wasgoing on. Lieutenant Colonel 
Nash, in command of the militia there, said that 
he was ready to furnish a guard for the protection 
of the polls when one was properly demanded by 
the civil officers, but:the judges:and clerks of the 
election did not deem @ guard necessary. There 
is no evidence whatever tending to show that there 
was any disturbance atthe polisin Holtor Atchi- 
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son county; the statement of Mr. Puryear of 
what was told him is no evidence. “In point of 
fact there was no disturbance there, and Mr. Pur- 
year knew it, 

In De Kalb county, not more than four men 
were from any cause prevented from voting, ad- 
mitting the strongest case that can be claimed 
under the evidence. 

Before concluding it is perhaps necessary to 
reply to some things that have been said on the 
side of the majority report. As the statements 
made by the contestant have no connection with 
the record, and are wholly unwarranted by the 
truth, 1 know the House will excuse me if I omit 
to take any further notice of them. 

The majority report in this case, instead of 
being a comprehensive, intelligent statement of 
the case, asa report of this kind should be, is like 
the ingenious argument of a pettifogging attorney 
who seeks to gain a cause that he knows to be 
unjust; specious sophistries are advanced and are 
attempted to be supported by partial extracts 
— the evidence that. only serve to pervert the 
truth. 

The report is worthy of its author, and the au- 
thor is worthily reflected in the report, and the 
opening speech in thisease is worthy of both. 

hen speaking of guards being placed at the polls, 
and that the only avenue to the ballot-box was 
over crossed bayonets, the gentleman had not the 
fairness to say that the guards were placed there 
at the request of the contestant, and that they were, 
so far as the evidence shows, his political friends, 
and that they voted for‘him. When he spoke of 
Mr. Ensworth, the sheriff, and a candidate for 
reélection, as a friend of mine, she did not find it 
necessary to say that he was the candidate on the 
Union or Bruce ticket—if there was any such in 
the “race—and was running in opposition to the 
candidate on the unconditional Union ticket which 
was nominated by a codunty convention, and on 
which Colonel Severance, Major Bittenger, and 
Captain pacts were candidates, but he was care- 
ful to tell you that they were on the ticket with 
the sitting member, and insinuated that he and they 
were acting inconcert. ‘The gentleman did notstate 
it directly because he knew it was notirue. He had 
the testimony ofthe witness A bell read to show that 
there was a list of nine hundred names of per 
sons who were prohibited from voting as he stated. 
Such was not the case; there was no prohibition 
against any one voting whom the judges of the 
election declared entitled to vote, and the gentle- 
man knew such to be the case. ‘The same wit- 
ness swears that General Hall, who was in com- 
mand, promised and gave protection to the voters. 
The gentleman furtherstated that many of the cit- 
izens had been subject to arrest improperly and 
had had their property improperly seized, and 
that in consequence there was great fear and ter- 
ror among thecitizens. There is no evidence that 
will authorize such a statement, nor is it true in 
fact. ‘The statement in the report in relation to 
the evidence of Mr. Samuel is a perversion of hie 
testimony, and when I asked: the gentleman to 
read from the record what Mr. Samuel did say, 
he had not the candor to doit, but declined this 
act of justice with a sneer. 

But I have wasted sufficient-time on a subject 
of such little merit or importance, and must pro- 
ceed to other matters. A few words in relation 
to the honorable chairman of the Committee of 
Elections is next in order; and I regret to see 
that his seat is vacant at this time. 

Mr. ELIOT. The gentleman from Missouri 
will permit me to say that I have no doubt my 
colleague [Mr, Dax‘ges} would have been in his 
seat to-day if he had not been called, home on 
business, business assigned for attention before 
this case came on. 

Mr. LOAN. Without questioning or inquir- 
ing into the cause, I nevertheless cannot but re- 
gret that his seat is vacant. 


was unequal to the task of making a report in this 
case. His fine'legal acquirements ‘and clear, lo- 
gical mind satisfied him that any adverse report 
must disregard all pretense to honesty or fairness, 
and consequently he transferred the task to other 
hands. It is unfortunate for him that his pru- 
dence did not prevent him from participating in 
this debate. I make no‘doubt it would have done 
so had he not become alarmed for the result. He 
| has said that he did not intend to participate in 


The chairman of the Committee of Elections’ 
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the debate on the merits of the case, and he only 
shanged bis mind when it became necessary to 
use his character and influence to sustain the ma- 
jority report. Becoming satisfied, as the debate 
progressed, that the majority in the House was 
agatnet the report, he entered the contest and de- 
termined to win alany cost. In his zeal and reck- 
leasness he made statements unwarranted by the 
facta and eistirely at variance with the evidence. 
He dealt in general assertions, and entirely ig- 
nered the recerd in the case, repudiated the evi- 
dence and all rules by which evidence is estab- 
ashed, and triumphantly asked if this House 
would restrict iteelf to the rules of evidence which 
limit a justice of the peace at a cross-roads in 
the trial of a twenty-shilling case. Llow much 
worse than idle is it for Congress to pass laws 


rescribing the manner in which evidence shall | 


» taken iv such eases if such laws are not bind- 
ing; and if the members of this House can inno- 
eeuty disregard the obligations of such laws, they 
become a positive fraud on the people. 

if there is no evidence here to show that any 
disturbance occurred at the polls at the election 
im 1862 in the seventh district of Missouri, | ask 
the gentleman how he knows anything about it. 
1 am sure he was not there in person, and I ask 
him by what authority, in the absence of all ev- 
idence, he can as an honest man cast his vote to 
disfranchise the district, notwithstanding it is 
represented here by a member whose right to his 
seat ie evidenced and confirmed by the broad seal 
of the State. Itis true that the gentleman, who 
is posseased of a lively and brilliqut imagination, 
drew on it for a statement of facts that would 
have excused hing to some extent if the statement 
had been true, but, like all imaginary sketches, 
it had no foundation in fact. He made the state- 


ment knowing it was false so far as it related to | 


the matter under consideration, and trusted to his 
hitherto good character to give it currency and 
weight in the consideration of the case; and | 
challenge the gentleman or any friend of his to 


or justify the statements he has made. 
ceeded there was none such when he declared that 
this was a new case and must be disposed of un- 
der new rules; when be declared his independence 
of al! rules of evidence, and when he invoked 
the Hiouse to avail themselves of the opportunity 
which this case offered of spiking the enemy’s 
guns on the charges they were making against 
the Administration that it was using the mili- 
tary power of the country to carry the elections 
aad secure is party in power; when he declared 
that this House might be losing the opportunity 
of removing from the shoulders of the Adminis- 
tration a load that was bearing tt down, &c., &c. 

Here the motive for the course the gentleman 
hes seen fit to take appears. Thegpemies of the 
Administration are making charges against it, 
that it bas been neing the military power of the 
country to carry the elections, and thereby secure 
8 party in power; and these charges.are a load 
on the shoulders of the Administration that is 
weighing it down, and the members of this. House 
are.called to the relief of the Administration, and 
are urged by the chairman ef the Committee of 
Elections to disregard all law, all the rules of ev- 
idence, all the facts in the case, all the obligation 
reating on the consciences of the members as hon- 
émt men, to avail themselves of this oppoftunity 
to. spike the guns of the enemies of the Adminis- 
tration and to remove from ils shoulders the load 
that is weighingitdown, If the Administration 
con be saved, in his opinion it matters little’ at 
what sacrifice of honer, truth, or justice its sal- 
vation is purchased. I can tell the gentleman 
that no usurpations at the ballot-boxes in half the 
congressional districts in the Republic could in- 
fliet ae Freat aninjury on the freedony of elections 
as would the disiranchisement, by the action of 
this House, of a single district where a valid elec- 
tion had been held, that thereby the Administra- 
tion might spike ite enemies’ guns er relieve ius 
shoulders of a load that was weighing it down. 
No, sir; let the validity of the election in this case 
be tested by the law as applicable to the facts, and 
let it be honestly decided without considering the 
efizct it will have on the prospectsof the Admin. 
istration, The gentleman said he had forgotten 
how the sitting member would vote in his cousid- 
envtion of the case; it is to be regretted that he 
did not forget the interestsof the Administration 
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at the same time and also as well the charges its 


enemies were making against it. 

To divert attention from the facts in this case, 
and as a pretense for the course of action the gen- 
tleman has seen proper to take in it, he indulged 
in afaney sketch, which he drew in vivid colors, 
of the disturbed condition of a rebellious district, 
of the terror that enveloped the awe-stricken in- 
habitants, of the troeps of armed soldiery and of 
the bristling bayonets, aud then, in a rage of 
righteous indignation assumed for the occasion, 
he declared that to dignify with the name of an 
election proceedings had under sueh surround- 
ings was to blaspheme before the Republic, His 
whole statement was gratuitous; nothing of the 
kind stated by him characterized the election in 
the seventh district in Missouri in 1862. 

But | have no tinte tg follow the gentleman 
further in his speech. it must suffice for me to 
say that | do not now. remember that any state- 
ment made by the gentleman, that has an import- 
ant bearing on the case in hearing, was true in 
fact. The Administration had vo soldiers sta- 
tioned in the seveath district in Missouri at the 
time of the election in 1862, and the gentleman 
knew it, There wasno military authority, Suite 
or Federal, which authorized avy one to exereise 
a censorship over the polis or over the action of 
the voters. The only military force that was in 
the district was under State authority, and was 
by an order (No. 45) of the Governor, issued 
twe weeks prior to the election, subordinated to 
the civil officers, and it was prohibited from any 
interference inany way with the election, unless 
called on by the civil officers to aid them in en- 
forcing the laws., 

State senators, members of the Legislature, 
sheriffs, and other officers under the laws of the 
State were elected at the same election which was 
held for the election of members to Congress. No 
one has ever doubted the fairness of the election 
of these officers or questioned their right to dis- 


ippbarge the duties of their office. 
show any evidence or facts that will authorize | 
He con- | 


The chairman of the Committee of Elections 
made a reply to a question asked him by the gen- 
tleman from West Virginia, which demands es- 
pecial attention from me. When asked by the 
genlleman from West Virginia if the sittung mem- 
ber did not receive a majority of more than 2,000 
votes, the chairman of the Committee of Elecuons 
replied in substance that the sitting member might 
have counted up just a8 many votes as he pleased, 
and instead of baving only a majority of 2,000 
votes he wondered it was not 4,000. 

it will be remembered that 1 had left the dis- 
trict in August, did not become a candidate for 
Congress until October, aud did not return to the 
district woul long after the elecuion in November; 
that | made the race as an independentcandidate; 
that I did not actin concert with any other can- 
didate; and when itis further understood that it 
is noteven pretended that any one vote of that 
majority had not been properly cast by a quali- 
fied voter, ode can begin to comprehend what a 
stvpendous calumny and foul slander the gentle- 
man bas recklessly, wantonly, and wickedly in- 
flicted upon one whose moral character has ever 
been preserved as pure and unsullied as has that 
of any gentleman on this floor orelsewhere. The 
only deserving or proper réply that could be made 
to the statement of the gentleman isthe epithet that 
Colonel Benton ence applied to Pettitof Indiana;* 
but as | ani inclined to think the language would 
not, as a generel rule, be parliamentary, | will not 
use it; butif any gentleman wall furnish me with a 

arliamentary phrase that will express the same 
idea | will thank him for the snameNen: A po- 
litical guerrilla who fliesa friendly flag that there- 
by he may the more safely and surely strike a 
fatal blow. The gentleman has fairly earned and 
no doubt will receive the scorn and contempt of 
every honest man; and here | leave this unpleas- 
ant subject, : ‘ 

Now, in conclusion, the contestant has been al- 
lowed a year to collect and take his evidence. No 
obstructions have been interposed. [tis in vain’ 


for him to say that it was ensafe for him w visit: 


certain localities in the district to mke testimony. 
It only shows the detesiation in which he is con- 
scious the leyal, people hold him and his disloyal 
sentiments, bubatis no evidence that they would: 
interfere with him. He could have taken evidence 





* Hei is a. great lier and a dirty dog,’’ 
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in any part of the district, at any time, in perfect 
safety, but there being no evidence to take, it 
suited his a to pretend that it could not have 
been taken, The statements by the witnesses that 
they believed the evidence could not have been 
taken, only show their credulity and cowardice, 
if nothing worse. In point of fact, at the judicial 
election last. November, the time referred to by 
some of the witnesses, the military force on duty 
in the seventh congressional district was com- 
posed of disloyal men and officers, with rare ex- 
ceptions, many of whom had served in the rebel 
armies, or as guerrillas and bushwhackers. 

With the most untiring energy and industry 
the contestant has been unable to show by any- 
thing approaching legitimate evidence that fifty 
legal voters of the district who offered to vote for 
a Representative in Congress were from any cause 
prevented from doing so, and | challenge the gen- 
tleman who will close this argument to show the 
names of any voters beyond that number who of- 
fered to vote and were refused permission to do 
so, and it is ewident that the gentleman who drew 
the majority report was paintully conscious of the 
fact and felt the necessity of avoiding its force, 
therefore he attempted it bya series of comparisons 
of the numbers of the votes polled in 1860 with 
those polled Mr 1862, and thereby has endeavored 
inferentially to show that a considerable number 
of voters were prevented by force from voting. The 
discrepancy is admitted; amounted to more tian 
seventy thousand im the State; but the inference 
that the diserepanéy was occasioned by reason of 
- disturbance at the polls is denied. 

would ask the gentleman why he left out of 
the account any estimate of those who had en- 
tered the rebel army and of those who had en- 
tered the Federal service but did not vote, of those 
who had been killed, and of those who had re- 
moved from the State on account of the disturbed 
condition of the country, or of those who within 
the previous three months had enrolled them- 
selves as sympathizers with the rebellion, and 
who were not willing so soon to commit perjury, 
as they would have done if they had taken the 
convention oath so as to pune themselves for 
voting. ‘These causes will account for any dis- 
crepancies in the votes of the two years.as readily 
and as wees; as the supposition that the voters 
were prevented from vating by force; but they 
would not answer the purposes of the gentleman 
quite so well, hence they were not,considered or 
estimated ‘in the comparison. I would further 
ask my mathematical friend, who has the skill of 
combining figures so ingeniously as tomake them 
show any result he may desire, to account for 
the deficiency in the State of 70,000 votes at the 
election of 1862 out of 155,000 polled in 1860, 
‘There is no pretense that there was any disturb- 
ance at the polis in six of the nine districts in the 
Staite at the election of 1862, yet the vote is less 
in every other district in the State than it was in 
the seventh district, and in this district the rela- 
tive deficiency was less by fifty per cent. than it 
was i any other district excepting that of Mr. 

Blow’s, and, after the cause of this deficiency in 
these districts has been ascertained I would re- 
spectfullyask him to put the proper credit to the 
seventh district. to which it is entitled from the 
same cause, and | make no doubt but the balance 
then shown by the figures to be the number who 
were prevented from voting by violence will pre- 
cisely coincide with the number as shown by the 
evidence, and in the aggregate will be less than 
fifty votes in either case. 

Mr. ASHLEY. Mr. eee I had some 
thought of addressing the House on this subject, 
but the previous question having been sustained 
I cannot do 86 how. || desire to send to:the Clerk’s 
desk and have read an ebstract of the vote in my 
own city at three different elections, for President 
in 1860, for Governor in 1861, and again for Gov- 
ernor-in 1863, when thefe was-ho pretext of mil- 
itary invasion or interference with elections. 

Mr. ELDRI E. Lrisetoa ion of order. 

Mer. BRUCE, (coniestant,) | trust my friend 
from Wisconsin will not object. 

“Mr, ELDRIDGE. | wiil take the responsi- 
bifity. I raise the question of order that there 
is, no,connection between the subject before the 

and the vete given ina city in Ohie.: 
entteman from Ohio en Asner} sends to the 
Clerk's desk to be read a statement vote in 


his. district, which has nothing to do with ,the., 
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subject before the House. I object to it as outof | time canvassed the district on behalf of the radi- || I got up an ovation to him and made the wel- 


order. 
~Mr. — 
my speech. . 
The SPEAKER, The Chair is of opinion that 


the report of the majority of the Committee of | 


Elettions opens a wide range of discussion, The 


that the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Asuver] 
would not have a right to have the paper read. 
But the Chair thinks that the gentleman himself 
[Mr. Loan} would have a right to read almost 
anything bearing on elections. While the Chair 


sustains the point of order as against the gentle- | 


man from Ohio, he thinks the sitting member 
would have a right to read anything relating to 
elections bearing on the case. 
Mr. ASHLEY. Does the Chair decide that I 
have not a right to read that paper myself? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
entleman from Ohio is not entitled to the floor. 
The sitting member cannot yield, because, by 
order of the House, the sitting member is to have 
the floor, and nobody else. 
The paper was then read, as follows: 
Aggregate vote in the city of Toledo for President in 
1860, for Governor in 1861, and for Governor in 1863. In 
1860 there were but four wards in the city. They have 
since been divided, and there are now six wards. 


1860. 1861. 1863. 

First Ward............. 459 154 §28 
Second Ward.......... Sl 230 707 
Third Ward......c0«s» ». 843 192 * 630 
Fourth Ward........... 676 140 621 
WN PH ENW cccectareces — 122 471 
Sixth Ward......ccee0. — 43 160 
Entire votes... <+-2,559 881 3,117 


Mr. LOAN. Mr. Speaker, this is a fair illus- 
tration of the reliability to be placed on the com- 
parison of votes at different times. Itshows that 
against 2,559 votes cast in Toledo in 1860 tiere 
were but 881 votes cast in 1861, and that again in 
1863 the vote was 3,117, all the elections being 
important ones. And yet that comparison is 
sought to be made the basis for determining the 
force used to prevent men from voting in the sev- 
enth congressional district of Missouri. 


The whole argument based upon the compari: | 


son of votes is hardly worthy of its author. It 
is fulse without being even ingenious, and isa 


mere subterfuge, resorted to to supply an obvious || 84 t , : 
ees pP'y i! trict in the State of Missouri and that fewer men 


gop in the evidence; a weak and pueriie attempt 
to show that voters were kept from the polls by 
strained inferences which are not warranted by 
any facts proven in the case. The legal and com- 
petent evidence which has been taken, so far from 
showing any interference with the fairness and 
freedom of the election, shows clearly that the 
most wise and prudent measures were carefully 
and properly taken to secure a free and full ex- 
pression of the popular will ai the polis, and that 
these measures were enforced with unusual skill 
and success by General Hall is manifest by the 
very large vote pelea in the distriet—it being the 
largest vote polled in any congressional district 
in the State, not excepting the St. Louis districts; 
and the percengage of loss is less by neaily one 
half than jt isin any other district except Mr. 
Biow’s. The vote in the several counties com- 
posing the congressional districts in Missouri in 
1860 compares with the vote of 1862 as follows: 





District. 1860. 1862, Loss. 
As dolnbackdeeltnsincindy UMMM 10,869 10 
nan saunanehin’ cantante 11,1 9,468 1608 
ite eieaettene eee 12,733 5,522 7,191 
Wocoses sccuavtlsDeetian 15,754 4,478 11,27 
Gis dhentiuhadiiess, ae 9,263 9,107 
Cee kcites areas vac 18,755 9,370 9,385 
Getlsqmemhinateanse, San 13,701 4,534 
se anhe Semadanaes tdacee, A! | Le 7,482 
Wes deteee bivdes deere s 035 10,498 8,537 
Loss in the State PER PEM MOO eRe ee ee eee ee eeee 70,201 








_ From the foregoing it will,be seen that the vote 
in the seventh district. was in 1862 13,701 votes, 
which I believe.is a greater number of votes than 
the average number of votes polled in the several 
_ Congressional districts at the corresponding elec- 
tion in the ve and quiet State of Seas 
chusetts,, if it were possible for a doubt yet to 
linger im the mind of any that the election of 1662 
was nota fair one, or that the Joyal people of the 
seventh district in Missouri are not truly repre- 
‘sented in this House, b would further say that 


atan election for} of the , rt, 
held in’ Missouri last November, I for the fan 





1 ask that it be read as part of | 


, 2. : : | 
gentleman from Wisconsin is correct in saying | 














| 


|| Me. BRUCE, (contestant.) 











i! Missouri. 


|| from any other. 
district composed almost entirely 








cal candidates; and notwithstanding the combined 


coming speech. [ny less than three months he 


power and influence of the Federal Government |} turned upon me and united with my enemies to 


as represented by General Schofield, and of the 
State government aided by the pawpaw militia, 
organized from the disloyal element of the State, 
including returned soldiers from the rebel army, 
bushwhackers, and guerrillas, who were armed 
by Federal authority, five companies of whieh 
were organized in my own county within the 
eight weeks preceding the election, in which com- 
panies | do not believe there were five loyal men, 
and when guards were required at the polls they 
were detailed for that service from these disloyal 


| troops, yet the district cast 4,500 majority for 
|| the radieal candidates for supreme judges; but the 


frauds were too overpowering in other parts of 
the State, and, by disfranchising a majority of the 
soldiers who voted, the certificates of election were 
issued to the conservative candidates. 4 

In view of this radical majority of 4,500 votes 
cast by the seventh district under such circum- 
stances, | ask the gentlemen who make the ma- 
jority report in this case what they expect to ac- 
complish by sustaining that report except to have 
this House staltify itselfby distranchising a loyal 
district thatthe Administration may thereby spike 
the guns of its enemies. I would prefer that it 
should not be done on the terms proposed. 

Mr. BRUCE took the floor. 

Mr. KERNAN. Mr. Speakér,I desiretosay 
in behalf of my colleague [Mr. Ganson] that he 
was called home, not by private business but by 
pa business, and he could not remain here any 
onger. 


read from one vote and | read from another. In 
the official evidence which has been referred to 
this House the vote in the seventh congressional 
district of Missouri in 1860 is stated at 21,938, 
instead of 18,000, as he read from his statement 
of the vote. He is accurate from his table and I 
am accurate from my table. He takes the con- 
gressional vote and | take presidential vote. He 
says that the falling off of the vote in our district 

was less than ‘the falling off. in other districts in 

the State. I want the House to understand the 

position of the seventh congressional district of 
It borders upon Kansas and lowa, 
I boldly assert that it is the most loyal dis- 


i and 


| went into the rebel army from that district than 
We had a population in that 
of men who are 
not slavehoiders, and the counties in which the 


|| sitting member received the largest number of his 


votes were the most disloyal counties in the dis- 
trict. The circumstances in our district were dif- 
ferent from those in the district of the gentleman 
| {Mr. Boyp] who succeeds Hon. Johu 8. Phelps, 





|| who was so long a valuable Representative in this 


| 
| 
| 


House. There war and devastation had existed, 
efmies had ‘passed through it and devastated the 
country, but in oar district no such thing existed. 
Since Sepiember, 1861, we have been entirely free 
from invasion by any rebel force, except upon one 


the sitting member, and gluded him. 


fit to denounce the chairman of the Committee of 
Elections, [Mr. Dawes,} a gentleman who stands 
deservedly high, not only in Massachusetts, but 


| and fairness. He bas shown upori this occasion 
that he thought more of principle and the rightful 
discharge of his duties than of his obligations to 
his party or of savinga vote here. I honor him, 
dnd 1 tell you the names of Dawes and Baxter 
will be heralded thtough the State of Missouri 
and ‘remembered long as meh who have risen 
above all such considerations tnd stood by prin- 
1 I tell you, gentiemen, that if you tetain 
“thts gentleman in his seat you wilfinctr the de- 
nunciations of those who have nurtured him into 
existence and have felt his poisoved sting. | have 
felt it, for at the hour of midnight, when I was 


brigadier general, ‘as my paper was regarded as 
the organ of the Usiion eo letit. Idid so. J 





| went to St, Louis and received the appointment 


frem Governor Gamble. When-he seturned home 





The gentleman | 














wrote av article which met his approval, and he | 


| Sting the besom of the man who had warmed bim 
| into life. 


It was an illustration of the fable of 
the frozen snake. Again, Governor Gamble ap- 
pointed him to the office of brigadier general and 
tendered him thatof supreme judge, After hold- 
ing the office of brigadier general for eighteen 
months he so deported himself that he had to be 
removed from the position to which he had been 
appointed, and then after having enjoyed the posi- 
tion to which Governor Gamble had appomted 
him and received the pay, he went through our 
congressional district and through a large part of 
the State denouncing thatold man who wentdowa 
to his grave with honor from the most loyal men 
of the country. 

There is another exemplification of his turni 
upon his benefactor. The paper that oor 
him for Congress, and to the efforts of which he 
was more indebted for his election than td any- 
thing else, the St. Joseph’s Herald, when he com- 
menced his canvass for the Senate of the United 
States was not willing to desert Mr. Henversonw 
and go for him, and thereupon he impugned the 
loyalty of the editor of that paper, and turned 
upon him, and with his own money and that of 
his friends set up another paper w crush the Her- 
ald, in which he has so signally failed. 

Sir, I tell you that the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Elections is as pure and honest a man 
as God ever made, and his record here shows it; 
and yet the sitting member has seen proper to 
make a most bitter aud unparliamentary assault 
denouncing that gentleman; a man who when put 
into the scale with him is as high as Olympus as 
compared with the position he occupies here b 
fraud and violence, and by driving the people 
from the polls. Sir, | have aspired from my 
youth up to a seat in this Hall. It is an honor- 
able ambition; but | have never expected to get 
here except by honorable means. I[ never ex- 
pected to get here by driving the pew voters 
from the polls. 1 expected to reach a seat here by 
the performance of such services as I have been 
able to render to my: country during this rebellion, 
and probably | have been incited to additional ex- 


|| ertions in order to recommend myself tomy con- 


stituents. The position of Congressman is an 
honorable and elevated one, and | have an ambi- 
tion to fill that position, but I tell you that! will 
never sacrifice principle and self-respect to obtain 
a seal upon this floor, or resort to vielence aad 
fraud for the atatnment of that end. 

The sitting member seeks to escape from the 
responsibility for the furce and fraud proven in 
this case by saying that he was not present when 
these ocgurrencés took place; but in his anxious 
desire to hold on to his seat, in his persisient re- 


| tention of it, he indorses the whole proceedings, 
| and is welcome to all the honor he can gain by it 
| if you choose to retain him in hisseat here; but f 


would scorn to obtain the position on such terms. 
W by is the sitting member unwilling to go buck 
to his constituency for another elecuon? it will 


oceasion when Poindexter passed through our || be but & little loss to this House or the Repub- 
district in the rear Of the brigade commended by || lican party. This affects not se stra but several 


Other districts in Missouri. Not only did his 


lL regret, sir, that the sittng member has seen || terrorism override the laws in this district, but in 


several other districts. 
I have never been a pro-slavery propagandist, 
and I have been opposed to the agitation of the 


throughout the United States, for his integrity subject in or out of Congress. Ll have never made 
| @ speech for or against slavery; but | have de- 


fenced northern men when they have been as- 


| Sasled for their opinions. 


The gentleman says that [ was allowed to take 
testimony. Let me read something in reference 
to that: 


- Sav » February 20, 1963. 
Editors. Morning Herald : Sen 


Granny Bruce was in Savannah taking rebel testimony 
all day to-day, in B.A, Carson’s office. Brace having get 
wind that the celebrated egg brigade was drilling for'his 
benefit, be conetuded not to leave the office uatil late in the 


| night, when he speaked off to fird lodgiug~ with sore one 
| of his Rink, Aud thence made ghaety exit bach jept, Jueen 
. : | on the cars in the wourniig. Come again, Granny, the bri- 
toring ‘in my newspaper office, he came to me || gade is now periected. Whtes times diver jor General Loan, 
and asked me t6 sustain him for the office of || 


our next Congressman ! 
A GENERAL LOAN MAN. 
“ The farce of taking evidenee in the comtested-election 
case of Bruce vs. Loan comme ced in this city yesterday.” 
* 7 * * * * * 7 . 


@ fs the authority of the Government here powerless, 
are its delegated ageits recreant to all sense Of 
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that such foul proceedings are suffered to continue? We 
are Jaw-abiding citizens and would not counsel violence ; 
but we are of the opinion that the E. M. M. should not suf- 
fer their gallant champion to be so-dishonored.”’—Chilli- 
cothe (Missouri) Chronicle, February 28, 1863. 


The report of the minority states that there are 
one hundred and fifty precincts, and that I took 
testimony in only eight of them. I have shown 


that I took testimony in twelve precincts, as fol- 
lows: a 


Falling off in Precincts. 


Be. Joneph..cercsccececccsessee cosvcce 0 cecece cece 1,510 
BOVONHAN i do sc de cbone vases boccce sececs cbegedsese 536 
PibbenetO. so. ess bbe SUE edccdowvd tdesetSbee cies 164 
CHUNCOME s oe cewrescecccsvecssccssvcccescetseeses DOA 
PIGDINOR . «dots nleceh sa che a cacannaceesécasnh once... ao 
OO Te CII hoanccvecocsees 060s seghesal 184 
GEmOR A i o's vd oda ss otc ccteccpeee cde webbes 119 
SOGRGOR 255 oh 064, Sievéivcicd ne caddies cice se cive Goose 217 
GORE TWEE nk oc cetensc+secteccesccoscos¥bnaeate e 118 
RE, ont tin nokbebnend opnesneseenben tte awe soee S21 
TUTE TN vip 20 0b anenes stems. 20. cctubbns were Kents 177 
Mound City........ Sv eocecveccccees cece cece cosen 195 

Polling Off ..000 speadeccccoecded on tecdee gvaceces 4, 067 








There was more loss in those twelve precincts 
than in all the remaining one hundred and thirty- 
eight precincts. The total loss in the twelve pre- 
cincts,as compared with the vote in 1860 and 1862, 
is 4,067, 

The gentleman says I could have taken testi- 
mony. Witnesses swear positively that I could 
not have taken evidence in the thenexisting state 
of things. 

It is stated in the reports that there is no proof 
of what the vote was in Stewartville. I made an 
effort to get the testimony as to what the vote was 
there, but the clerk of the election was in the 
Army, and his deputy could not find the returns. 
But since the report of the committee was made 
I have obtained that evidence,and I served acopy 
of it upon.the sitting member that he might not 
allege that he was taken by surprise. The entire 
loss in the vote of De Kalb 
1862 was 196 votes, and the loss at Stewartville, 
where interference is proved to have occurred, 
was 184 votes of that 196. I give the following 
official certificate of the clerk: 


State of Missouri, County of De Kalb: 

I, ira Brown, clerk of the county-court of De Kalb county, 
Missouri, do hereby certify that the number of votes polled 
in Washington township of said county et the November 
election, A. 1D. 1860, according to the returns now In this 
office, was 285; and further that the number of votes polled 
for Benjamin FP. Laan and John P. Bruce for Congress at 
the election in November, 1862, in said township ot Wash- 
ington, was as follows: Benjamin F. Loan received 80 
votes and John J. Bruce received 21 votes, and that the 
total amount of votes polled ‘at said time and place was 
101; and further that the precinct at Stewartville was the 
only voting precinct during the above-named elections in 
said township. 

in witness whereof IT have hereunto set my hand and 
(t. 8.) affixed the seal of said court Tn the —_ at Mays- 

“4 ville this 28th day of March, A. D. 1864. 

[RA BROWN, Clerk. 

| have here the tables which appear-in the re- 
port of the committee,and they show that where 
there was no disturbance I had a majority over 
the sitting member of 1,047 votes, and Colonel 
Branch 447. — 

I tel] you this election has been carried by vio- 
lence and fraud. I assert, and I have furnished 
the proof, that the sitting member holds his seat 
by fraud. You may sanction it, and I shall ac; 
quiesce; but if there had been a fair election ! 
should have been the Representative in this Con- 
gress. lask you to deal justly. I think the ser- 
vices I have rendered te the Union cause since 
the beginning of this rebellion entitle me toa fair 
trial by both sides. I love my country,and have 
no higher duty than to stand by its flag upon all 


_ and every occasion; and [ hope when [ go home 


I shall be able to carry such a report as will ac- 
cord with their sense of propriety and justice. 
Now, gentlemen, all I ask at your hands is that 
you shall deal with me as I have dealt with your 
peer whet J have been placed ina position that 
_could be of service to them. I havealways be- 
lieved in the justice of the northern people. I 
have always believed that it was my duty to stand 
by the Government. I have never arrayed one 
section against the other, and I can say my 
heart that while A Sree fallen short in the 
performance of other Christian duties, I never op- 


pressed a human being in my life, and none 
recifoed injusticn'at'tay hipaa” = 

Sir, I owe to all gentlemen on both sides of the 
Mouse my cordial thanks for the kindness and 


county from 1860 to’ 


_THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


consideration with which I have been treated. I 
shall remember it long. fam deeply indebted to 
to you forit. Whatever may be the result of this 
case | ee me from this Hall a livel 
recollection of the kindness of gentlemen of both 
political parties. My purpose is to go home and 
do my duty to that fag which waves over the 
Speaker's chair.’ I mean to stand by that flag 
wherever it waves, for good or for evil. I have 
stood by it in times past in my own country when 
it has been reared by the side of the rebel flag. 

Gentlemen here have never experienced and 
hence cannot appreciate the perils which we of 
the border States have encountered in standing 
up for the Constitution of the country, the union 
of the States, and the enforcement of the laws. 
We have gone for ourcountry “ one and indivis- 
ible.” This is my platform. 

The SPEAKER stated the question to be upon 
agreeing to the first resolution reported by the 
Committee of Elections, and which is as follows: 

Resolved, That pA ccm F, Loan is not entitled to a 
seatin this House as Representative from the seventh con- 
gressional district of Missouri. 

Mr. UPSON. If that resolution is voted down, 
will that confirm the sitting member in his seat? 

The SPEAKER. It requires a majority vote 
of the House to oust the sitting member from 
his seat. If the resolution is voted down the 
sitting member will continue in his seat. 

Mr. W. J. ALLEN. I demand the yeas and 
nays on agreeing to the resolution. 

he yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. ANCONA. I move that there be a call 
of the House. 

The SPEAKER. The Clerk will read from 
the 132d rule. 

The Clerk read, as follows: 


“A eall of the House shall not be in order after the pre- 
vious question is seconded, unless it shall appear, upon an 
actual count by the Speaker, that no quorum is present.”? 


The SPEAKER. The previous question hay- 
ing been seconded, the motion of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is not in order unless by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. ANCONA. [ask unanimous consent, 

Mr. FENTON, I abject. 

Mr. COFFROTH. I move that the House do 
now adjourn. 

Mr. ANCONA. I demand the yeas and nays 
upon that motion. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. i 

The question was taken; and it was decided in 
the negative—yeas 3, nays 128; as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benjamin: G. Harris, Robinson, and 
Stiles—3. 

NAYS—Messrs. William J. Allen, Allison, Ames, An- 
cona, Anderson, Arnold, Ashley, Baily, Augustus C. Bald- 
win, Jom D. Baldwin, Baxter, Beaman, Blaine, Jacob B. 
Blair, Bliss, Boutwell, Boyd, Brooks, Broomall, James 
S. Brown, William G. Brown, Chanier, Ambrose W. 
Clark, Freeman Clarke, Coffroth, Cole, Cravens, Cres- 
well, Henry Winter Davis, Dawson, Deming, Driggs, Eden, 
Eldridge, Eliot, English, Farnsworth, Fenton, Finck, Gar- 
field, Gooch, Grider, Grinnell, Griswold, Hale, Haj), Pfar- 
rington, Charles M. Harris, Herrick, Higby, Hooper, Hotch- 
kiss, Asahel W. Hubbard, Hulburd, [uichins, Jenckes, 
Philip Johnson, William Jobneon, Julian, Kalbfleisch, 
Kasson, Kelley, Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando Kellogg, 
Kernan, King, Law, Lazear, Le Blond, Littlejohn, Long, 
Longyear, Marcy, McAllister, McBride, McClurg, Me- 
Dowell, McIndoe, Middleton, Samuel F. Miller, William 
H. Miller, Moorhead, Morrill, Daniet Morris, James R. Mor- 

Morrison, Leonard Myers, Nobie, Charles O'Neill, John 
O'Neill, Orth, Patterson, Pendleton, Perham, Pern tike, 
Pomeroy, Price, William H. Randall, Alexander H. Rice, 
John H. Rice, Edward H. Rotlins Ross, Schenck, Scofield, 
Scott, Shannon, Slean, Smith, Smithers, Spalding, John 
B. Steele, Stevens, Sweat, Thomas, Tracy, Upson, Voor- 
hees, Wadsworth, William B. Washburne, Whaley, 
Wheeler, Joseph W. White, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, 
Fernando Wood, and Woodbridge—128. ~ 


So the House refused to adjourn. 

During the roll-call, 

Mr. MOORHEAD stated that his colleague, 
Mr. WixttaMs, was paired with his other col- 
] » Mr. Strouse. . 
Nir, POMEROY siated that his colleague, Mr. 
‘Van Vackensuaren, was paired with Mr, Maz- 
LORY. 

The vote was announced as above recorded, ~ 

The question recurred on the first resolution 
taal by the Committee of Elections, on which 
the and nays had been ordered. ‘ 

The question was n; and it was decided. in 
the negative—yeas 59, nays 71; as follows: 


.. ¥EAS—Messrs. William J. Allen, u c. 
Baldwin, Baxter, Jacob B. Blair, Blise, Brooks, Tames 8. 
Brown, Chanler, Clay, Coffroth, Cravens, Dawson, Eden, 
Edgerton, Eldridge, Ehilish, Pinck, Grider, Griswold, Mall, 
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Harding, Harrington, Benjamin -G. Harris, Charles M. 
Harris, Herrick, Hutchins, Philip Johnson, William Jokn- 
son, Kaibfleisch, Kernan, Law, Le Blond, Long, Marcy, 
McAllister, McDowell, McKinney, Middleton, William 
H. Mitler, James R. Morris, Morrison, Noble, John O'Neill, 
Pendleton, Pruyn, William H. Randall, Robinson, Ross, 
Scott, John B. Steele, Stiles, Stuart, Thomas, Voorhees, 
Wadsworth, Webster, Wheeler, and Fernando Wood—59. 

NAYS—Messrs, Allison, Ames, Anderson, Arnold, Ash- 
ley, John D. Baldwin, Beaman, Boutwell, Boyd, Broomall, 
Ambrese W. Clark, Cole, Creswell, Henry Winter Davis, 

eming, Driggs, Bliot Farnsworth, Fenton, Garfield, 
Gooch, Grinnell, Hale, Higby, Hooper, Hotehkiss, Asahel 
W. Hubbard, Hulburd Jenckes, Julian, Kasson, Kelley, 
Francis W. Kellogg, Orlando Keliogg, Littlejohn, Longyear, 
McBride, McClurg, Mcindoe, Samuel F. Miller, Moorhead, 
Morrill, Daniel Morris, Amos Myers, Leonard Myers, 
Charles O’Neill, Orth, Patterson, Perham, Pike, Pomeroy, 
Price, Alexander H. Rice, John H. Rice, Edward H. Rollins, 
Schenck, Scofield, Shannon, Sloan, Smith, Smithers, 
Spalding, Stevens, Tracy, oe William B. Washburn, 

lialey, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, and Woodbridge—71. 


So the resolution was not agreed to. 


During the roll-call, — 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Massachusetts, stated 
that his colleague, Mr. Dawes, had been called 
home by unavoidable business, and had informed 
him that he was paired off with Mr. Jutian. 

Mr. JULIAN. Mr. Speaker, I ought to have 
said when my name was called that | was paired 
with Mr. Dawes on last Friday and Saturday 
during my absence at Annapolis. _The pair was 
limited by me to these two days, but Mr. Dawes, 
it seems, understands me to be paired on this 

uestion generally. He is mistaken in this, as 

expressly confined the arrangement to the two 
days named. I therefore vote on the question 
pending. 

Mr. i. MYERS stated that his colleague, Mr. 
THayver, was paired off with Mr. Rocers. 

Mr. STEELE, of New York, stated that Mr. 
oe of New Jersey, was paired off with Mr. 

Low. 

Mr. PERRY stated that he was paired off with 
Mr. Frank. 

. Mr. SWEAT stated that he was paired off 
with Mr. Bratne. 

Mr. ASHLEY stated that his colleague, Mr. 
Eck ey, was paired off with his other colleague, 
Mr. J. W. HITE; that Mr. DonneELLY was 
paired off with Mr. Camrow A. Wuire; and 
that Mr. Houtman was paired off with Mr. Du- 


MONT. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH stated that his colleague, 
Mr. Wasusurne, was paired off with his other 
colleague, Mr. Knapp. 

Mr. ASHLEY stated that he had been asked 
by Mr. Ganson to get him a pair, and he had 

aired him off with Mr. Marwy, who had gone 
ome. 

The vote was then announced as above re- 
corded. ‘ 

Mr. UPSON moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the resolution had been rejected; and also 
moved to lay the motion to reconsider on the 
table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


The question then recurred on the following 
resolution; which was read,considered, and agreed 
to; ¥ 

Resolved, ‘That John P. Bruce is not entitled to a seatin 
this House as a Representative from the seventh congres- 
sional district of Missouri. . 

Mr. UPSON moved to reconsider the vote by 
which the last resolution was adopted; and also 
moved that the motion to reconsider be laid upon 
the table. 

The latter motion was agreed to. 


DISPATCH FROM GENERAL BUTLER. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing dispatch, which he had received from the 
Secretary of War: 

HEADQUARTERS IN THE FieLp, 

_ Near Bermopa Lanpine, May 9, 1864. 
Hon. Epwix M. Stiwron, Secretary of War: - ~~ 

Our operations thay be summed up in & few words. 





» With seventeen hundred cavairy we have advanced tp 


the Peninsula, forced the Chiekahominy, and have safely 

them to our present position. These were colored 

cavalry, and are now holding our advanced pickets toward 

Generat Kautz, with. three. thousand cavairy from Suf- 

, On the same day with our movement up James river, 

the Blackwater, burned the railroad bridge at Stony 

creek, below Petersburg, cutting in two Beauregard’s force 
at that point. : “ ' 


_ We have ianded here, intrenched ourselves, destroyed 
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Beau rd, with a large’ portion of his command, was 
left counter the cutting of the railroads by Kautz. "That 
portion which reached Petersburg under Hill, I have 
whipped to-day, killing and wounding many and taking 
many prisoners, after a severe and weill-contested fight. 

General Grant Mp Dn pty | a any further re- 
inforeements to Lee from Beauregard’s forces. 

BENJ. F. BUTLER, Major General. 

(The news was greeted with great applause 
upon the floor and in the es 

The SPEAKER stated that applause was not 
in order, and that he felt it to be his duty to en- 
force the rules on all dccasions. 


UNEMPLOYED GENERALS. 


The next business in order was the considera- 
tion of the bill reported from the Committee on 
Military Affairs in regard to unemployed gen- 








Is. 
wae. KASSON. 1 ask unanimous consent to 
take up the amendments of the Senateto the con- 
sular and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Mr. SCHENCK. | ask whether those amend- 
ments will take up more than the remaining por- 
tion of to-day’s session? 

Mr. KASSON. I do not think that they will 
occupy more than the balance of this evening. 


BUSINESS OF THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE. 


Mr. WILSON. I ask unanimous consent of 
the House that. Wednesday of, next week, after 
the morning hour, be set apart for the reception 
of reports from the Committee on the Judiciary. 
We have not been able to report for two or three 
months. 

Mr. PENDLETON. I object. 


A. GUTHRIE. 


Mr. SMITH, by unanimous consent, moved 
that the Committee of Elzctions be discharged 
from the further consideration of the memorial 
of A. Guthrie, praying to be allowed mileage and 

er diem as a Delegate from Nebraska, and that 
it be referred to the Committee of Claims. 

The motion was agreed to. 


CONSULAR, ETO., APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. KASSON. I move that by unanimous 
consent the House take up the amendments of the 
Senate to House bill No. 40, making appropria- 
tions for the consular atid diplomatic expenses of 
the Government for the year ending 30th June, 
1865, and consider them in the House as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 
There was no objection, and the motion was 
| agreed to. 
First amendment: 

For the contribution of the United States to the comple- 
tion of a new cemetery at Constantinople, to receive the 
remains of American citizens transferred from an old 
e300 and also as a place for future interments, 


The SPEAKER stated that the Committee of 
vere and Means recommend a concurrence. 
e amendment was concurred in, 
Second amendment: 


Strike out the word in [brackets] and insert the words 
in italics in the following: 


For salaries of consuls general, consuls, [and] commer- 
a cial agents, and twenty-five consular pupils, namely. 
, The SPEAKER stated that the Committee of 
’ Wey and Means recommend a non-concurrence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 
. Third amendment: t 


And the consul general at Alexandria shall have the 
« name and title of agent and consul general. 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended a concurrence. . 
x The amendment was concurred in. 


e The amendments of the Senate from the fourth 
to the Featia ad both inclusive, were as 
‘follows, in which the Committee of Ways and 
Means recommended a concurrence: 


Strike out the ithin 
a parts w [brackets] and insert the parts 


— OO 


_v's 


we 


Pp Ill. OPNSULATES. 

7 Schedule B. 

rd Acapulco, Aix-la-Chapelle, Algiers, Amoy, Amsterdam, 
[ Antwerp, A nwall, Aux Cayes, Bahia, Bar- 


f- noe, ’ fast, Beirut, Bergen, Bermada 
x, Bilbao, Bue eaux, Bremen, Bristol, Brindisi, 
> Boulogne, Cadi’ Oditan Candia, Canton Cardiff, Chin 


: Boo too, Fonciah Gnas Gane deca comers Gas 
: {re lanbary Tey Hotta’ tne Boe 
2 


. a, on erusalem, 
ne Union, Lee jLaltcenetie La- 




































GE $$ 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


sic, Lisbon, Liverpool, London, Lyons, Macao, Malaga, | the appointment ofa minister of higher rank, we 


aracaibo, Matanzas, \ ought to pay him a proper salary, because if we 


Malta, Manchester, Manzanillo, 
Marseilles, [Matamoras,}] Mauritius, Melbourne, Messina, 
Moscow, Munich, Nagasaki, Nantes, Naples, [Napoleon 
Vendée,} Nassau, (West Indies,) Neweastle, Nice, [Ning- 
po,) Odessa, Oporto, [Otranto,] Palermo, Panama, Para- 
maribo, Paris, Pernambueo, Pictou, [Port au Prince,] 
Ponce, Port Mahon, Prescott, Prince Edward’s Island, Que- 
bec, Revel, Rio de Janeiro, Rotterdam, San Juan del Sur, 
San Juan, (Porto Rico,) Santander, Santiago de Cuba, 
Santos, Port Sarnia, Scie, Singapore, Smyrna, Southamp- 
ton, Stockholm, SaintJohn’s, (Newfoundiand,) Saint John, 
—— Brunswick,) Saint Saint 

etersburg, Saint Pierre, (Martinique,) Saint Thomas, 
Stuttgardt, Swatow, Saint Helena, Tabasco, Tampico, 
Tangier, [Taranto,} ‘Tehuantepec, Toronto, Trieste, Trin- 
idad de Cuba, Trinidad, Tripoli, Tunis, Turk’s Island, 
Valparaiso, Valencia, Venice, Vera Cruz, Vienna, Wind- 
sor, Zurich. ‘ 


IV. COMMERCIAL AGENCIES. 
. Schedule B. 

Amoor River, Antigua, Balize, (Honduras,) Gaboon, 
> San Juan del Norte, Saint Domingo, Saint 

are. 

V. CONSULATES. , 
Schedule C. 

[{Athens,] Barbadoes, Batavia, Bay of Islands, Cape Hay- 
tien, Cape Town, Carthagena, Ceylon, Cobija, Cyprus, 
Falkland Islands, Fayal Guayaquil, Lanthala, Maranham, 
Matamoras, Mexico, Montevi eo, Omoa, Payta, Para, 
Paso del Norte, Pireus, Rio Grande, Sabanilla, Saint 
Catherine, Santa Cruz, (West Indies,) —— (Cape 
Verdes,) Spezzia, Stettin, Tahiti, Talcahuano, Tumbez, 
Zanzibar. 

VI. COMMERCIAL AGENCIES. 
Schedule C. ~ 

Apia, [Monrovia,] Saint. Paul de Loando, including loss 
by exchange thereon, four hundred and [fifty thousand] sev- 
enty-seven thousand five hundred dollars. 


Mr. BROOKS. The sixth amendment is to 
insert Brindisi. I do not see the necessity for 
that. When I was there a few years ago there 
was hardly enough to hold the consulate. 

Mr. KASSON. Brindisi has increased in mag- 
nitude and commercial importance by the exten- 
sion of the system of {talian railroads to that city; 
a line of mail steamers has been established con- 
necting Brindisi with Alexandria and the over- 
land route to the East Indies. 

The amendments were severally concurred in. 


Twenty-eighth amendment: 

Insert: 

And the salaries of the consuls at Brindisi, Gibraltar, St. 
Helena, Boulogne, Zurich, Clifton, Coaticook, Erie, God- 
erich, Kingston in Canada, Port Sarnia, Prescott, Saint 
Lambert and Longueuil,.Toronto,and Windsor, shall be 
3 500 each ; and the salaries of the consuls at Ceylon and 

ireus shall be 1,000 each; and the salary of the consul 
at Chin Kiang shail be $3,000; and the salary of the con- 
sul at Bankok shall be $2,000; and the salary of the com- 
mercial agent at Madagascar shall be $2,000; and the sal- 
ary of the consul at Nassau shall be $4,000, to commence 
after the close of the present fiscal year, and to continue 
during the present rebellion; and the salary of the consul 
at Lyons shall be $2,000, to commence after the close of 
the present fiscal year; and the salary of the consul at Man- 
chester shall be $3,000, to copmence after the close of the 
present fiscal year. . 


The Committee of Ways and Means recom- 
mended a non-concurrence. 
The amendment was non-concurred in. 


Twenty-ninth amendment: 

Add as a new section: 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the second sec- 
tion of an act entitled ‘An act making appropriations for the 
consular and diplomatic expenses of the Government for 
the year ending the 30th of June, 1858,’’ approved Febru- 
ary 7, 1857, be, and the same is hereby, repealed. 

Mr. KASSON. I ask that by general consent 
this amendment, which is the only one which is 
likely to give rise to debate, be passed over in- 
formally in order that we may dispose of the re- 
mainder of the amendments. Then the gentle- 
man from New. Hampshire, (Mr. Parrerson,] 
who it seems has risen to speak to this amend- 
ment, can take the floor upon it. 

No objection being made, the amendment was 
passed over informally. 


Thirtieth amendment: 

Add the following as a new section: 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the President 
may, in his discretion, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, appoint an envoy extraordinary and minis- 
ter plenipotentiary to the kingdom of Belgium, who shall 
receivée'no higher compensation than is now allowed to a 
minister resident. 

The SPEAKER. The committee recommend 
a concurrence. 

Mr. PRUYN. I wish to inquire of this com- 
mittee in reference to this matter of salary as 
connected with the new mission to Belgium. ‘If 
it be proper to éréate it, I hope the proper salary 
will be: attéchéed'to*it, Lf we intend to comph- 
ment the King of Belgium, as it is claimed, by 
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ay this small amount this year, certainly before 
ong the Government will ask an appropriation 
of that kind to be made. It ought to be made at 
once, in my judgment, and [am ready to vote 
in favor of 8 full salary. 

Mr. STEVENS. Por my own part I would 
rather leave the matter as itis. Belgium is not 
of so very great importance. We have nowa 
minister resident there, and why we should make 
him ‘ minister plenipotentiary, I cannot under- 
stand. _ 

Mr. MORRILL. I trust the House will not 
agree to the proposition of the Senate. [tis very 
clear that if we do agree and raise the grade of 
the officer, ere long we will be compelled to raise 
the salary. [do not understand that the king- 
dom of Belgium is of sufficient importance to have 
a minister there of equal grade with those we send 
to England and France. If we are to raise the 
grade we ought manifestly to raise the salary. If 
a year or two hence we should senda man to rep- 
resent the United States at thatplace, we shall be 
compelled either to lower the grade or to raise 
the salary. Now Iam opposed to giving agrade 
to a man simply because he, out of his own pri- 
vate fortune, can maintain the dignity of the of- 
fice, when the United States itself is unwilling to 
support the office by a salary equal to the grade 
we designated. We might thus save the dignity 
of the officer but we should lose our own. I trust 
the House will not.agree to any such amendment. 

Mr. KASSON. I desire that the House may 
ully understand the question before they take a 
vote upon it. The committee, as will be seen, at 
first recommended the adoption of the amendment 
of the Senate with an amendment giving the min- 
ister the same salary that belongs to the same 

rade at Berlin and Vienna. We have now dif- 

erent salaries for that same grade at the different 

courts of Europe, ranging from $17,500 down to 
$12,000, and in South America ranging down to 
$10,000. The amendment proposes to authorize 
the establishment of this grade in Belgium with 
a salary not exceeding $7,500. This is recom- 
mended by the Secretary of State, it is recom- 
mended by the Senate; and the Committee of 
Ways and Means, on a reconsideration, recom- 
mend the action without the increase of salary. 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire to ask my colleague 
wheth@r the Committee of Ways and Means as 
a committee have acted upon the matter at all? 

Mr. KASSON. I understand that the com- 
mittee, in the presence of my friend, the other 
morning discussed and acted upon the subject, 
and I understood myself instructed by the com- 
mittee to agree to the amendment without an in- 
crease of salary. 

Mr. MORRILL: I do not understand that the 
committee had any consultation upon the subject. 

Mr. KASSON. It was done in open commit- 
tee in the presence of the chairman, and was par- 
ticipated in by all, as I understood the matter. 
But I Jeave. that matter, as there seems to be a 
difference of opinion between us. 

When this subject was up in the Senate a sim- 
ilar debate was raised in the Senate, and objec- 
tion was taken to the fact that the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs recommended it, but that the Ex- 
ecutive Department of the Government did not 
recommend it, and the Binance Committee, or at 
least a part of them, had the same kind of a con- 
test with the Committee on Foreign Affairs upon 
that subject. 

Mr. PRUYN. I wish to ask the honorable 
gentleman from lowa what is the object of this 
provision when the President now has the power 
to make such a nomination? 

Mr. KASSON. I will answer the gentleman 
ina moment. As I said just now, that difficulty 
was presented in the Senate at the time this ques- 
tion was discussed there. The Committee on 
Poreign Affairs of this House, however, in their 
communication with the State Department, called 
for a statement of the views of that Department 
upon the subject, and I have here the answer of 
the Secretary of State, by the courtesy of the 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
which I[ will sabmit to be read to the House, first, 
however, answering the gentleman from New 
York. The President has power to raise the grade 
of the minister, under the existing nw, bat he 
has not the power to raise it except upon the con- 
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dition of raising the salary to that which is paid 





Mr. KASSON. Mr. Speaker, I have desired, 


to diplomatic officers of the same grade under the | if possible, to keep this debate free from any per- 


old law. 

Mr. PRUYN. 
right of the President to nominate such a person. 

Mr. KASSON. I think the gentleman over- 
looks the point of this provision, which is not to 
allow him to send a minister there of that grade, 
but to give him the right to do it without an in- 
crease of salary. The gentleman has, perhaps, 
overlooked the law, which was passed some years 
ago, (1856,) which authorized the appointment of 
diplomatic officers of a certain grade and fixed 
their salaries mall other countries than those spe- 
cified in that law at $10,000 per annum, Hence 
the President cannot establish this grade at the 
court of Belgium without, at the same time, es- 
tablishing the pay at $10,000, 

Now, the Secretary of State has, I think with 
with very commendable prudence and economy, 
endeavored to check any increased expenditure 
in his Department that is not absolutely neces- 


sary. 

Mr. PRUYN. I wish to call the attention of 
the gentleman to the fact that this clause does not 
provide that if the President shall nominate and 
the Senate confirm the appointment of a minister 
to Belgium of this grade the salary shall be so 
much, 

Mr. KASSON. The end of the section does 
provide that very thing. It gives the President 
power to appoint a minister there of this grade 
without any increase of pay. 

Mr. PRUYN. The gentleman does not seem 
to see my point. It is that the President has the 
power now, by and with the advice and consent 
of the Senate, to appoint a minister to Belgium of 
this grade, and it will then be for Congress to say 
that his salary shall be so and so, 

Mr. KASSON. I think | answered the point 
of the gentleman from New York before. The 
President has power to appoint this officer now, 


but he cannot do it without at the same time in- | 


creasing the expenditure and giving him asalary 
beyond what is provided for by thi 

provision is only intended to enable him to raise 
the grade without increasing the expenditure. 

1 now send to the Clerk’s desk to be read a 
communication from the Secretary of State relat- 
ing to this subject. 

Ihe Clerk read, as follows: 


DeraRTMENT OF SeaTte 
Wasuinoton, March 23, 1864, 
Fin: I have the honor toacknowledge the receipt of your 
note of this date, representing that you had been directed 
by the Committee on Foreign Affairs to request. me to in- 
form them if the existing circumstances of the country re- 
quire that the grade or pay of any of our ministers and con- 


In reply, | have the honor to state that it is deemed iad- 
visable, on grounds of high public expediency, to authorize 
the grade of minister resident at Brussels to be raised to 
that of envoy extraordinary and minister plenipotentiary. 
This bas been repeatedly requested try the 
ment, which has for several years past been represented 
here by a minister of the highest grade. The reciprocity 
may, therefore, be considered due on grounds of interna- 
tonal comity and courtesy. It wonld also be a well-mer- 
tied compliment to the present sovereign of that country 
who has shown himself to be a true triend at ours, and 
from whom we have asked and received favors as an arbiter 
between us and other Powers, which have imposed great 
Yabor and responsibilities upon him which he has faith- 
fully discharged. ‘he Department would have heretofore 
more strenuously recommended the change referred to, 
but for an impression that ¢ would invoive an-increase of 


elgian Govern- 


the expense of the mission. This, however, is not neces- 
earily tbe enee, as the grade of the mfidsion may be author- 
ixed to be raised upon condition that the compensation of 
the minister.shall not be increased. 


ion. Hexry Winwer Davis, Chairman of the Commitice 
on Foreign Affairs, House of Representatives. 

Mr. KASSON. That explains the reasons 
why the Executive Departmentdesire this change. 
Gentlemen will dbserve that it has beenexpected 
by the Government of Belgium for some years 
that this would be done. It was asked for near 
ihe close of the last Admiristration. They then 
sent a full minister to this Government, aad have 
as one 1n return. 

r. MORRILL. J desire to ask my colleague 
on the Committee of Ways and Means a ques- 
tion. ILdesire to know whether this mission;to 
Belgium is. not of so little importance that the 
minister can come away and be absent from his 
post and travel through this country and remain 
away fora long time and leave all) the busi 
to his secretary? 1 would inquire further if 
present minister is not now abseat from his post? 


suls should be raised ; and ifso, tospecify the changes which 
in my opinion are advisabie. 
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s bill, This || dress to him an autograph letter of thanks, signi- 
| fying the high appreciation the Government had 


i 
| 
| 
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sonal allusion to the minister now occupying that 


I referred to the constitutional || post. The Secretary of State in his communica- 


| tions rests apon no such ground. That minister 
is now in this country, as I understand, on im- 
portant private business. He is in Michigan, 
where he has important landed interests that re- 
quire his attention, I do not know that for that 
he deserves reproach. He being so fortunately 
situated as to have large property to attend to is 
at home attending to that business, I donot know 
that he ought to be blamed for it. 

Touthing one other subject, the importance of 
the mission, I think that gentlemen cannot fail to 
perceive thatatthe court of Belgium there ismore 
diplomatic information of importance to be ob- 
tained than at almost any othercourt in Europe. 
The present King of Belgium is generally con- 
ceded to be the wisest monarch in Europe. He 
is consulted directly and indirectly by nearly 
every Government in Europe. Every respect- 
| able Power of Europe is represented at that court 
by full ministers and some of them by embassa- 
dors, in consequence of the importance attached 
to it. Some republics, too, are represented there 
by a full minister for reasons which they think 
satisfactory. The people of Belgium are an active, 
industrious people; and the commerce between 
that country and this is increasing to a great ex- 
tent. An effort is now being made to establish a 
line of steamers between Antwerp and New York, 
in order to develop our commercial relations still 
further. : 

We ourselves have been committed for years 
to the character and importance of that court and 
country by the action of this Government, We 
have repeatedly referred the matters in arbitration 
between our country and other Powers to the 
monarch of Belgium; and inthe last case between 
this country and Chili that monarch was occu- 
pret for two years in the examination of it, and 

is action upon it was so fair and just that the 
President of this country felt it his duty to ad- 




















of his laborious service. I now ask whether, 
when that Government has asked this action from 
us, when it has sent to us a minister of the same 
grade, when every other respectable Government 
in Europe is represented there by a minister of 
that grade, it is the time for us to refuse power 
to the President to send a minister of that grade? 
That is the whole point. If a majority of the 
House thinks that the salary should be increased 
with the increase of grade, that is another ques- 
tion. But 1 think when the executive branch of 
the Government recommends it to be done with- 
outincrease of pay, when the Senate has resolved 
that itshall be done without increase of pry, when 
we all think we ought to economize, I do think 
that under these circumstances we should give 
that discretion to the President to increase the 
grade without at the same time raising the pey of 
this minister. 1 beg pardon of the House for de- 
taining it so long, but I believe I have explained 


the leading facts and points involved in the ques- | 


on, 

Mr. STEVENS. Mr. Speaker, I have one 
word to say on this subject. Either give the full 
pay or do not give the rank. The idea of bedeck- 
ing the minister with feathers and ribbons for the 
purpose of making ashowand nothing else is not 
according to my taste. If we ought to havea 
minister with $17,000 year, give him thatsalary, 
let the President come ‘at once and say that he 
appoints such an officer. Belgium isa very snug 
litie kingdom. 1 believe itis nearly if not quite 
as populous as the State of New York—nearly 
three millions of people. 

Mr. KASSON. Over five millions, 

Mr. STEVENS. Well, it has grown lately 
very fast. [admit that the King of Belgium is 
an excellent man; but,sir, 1 do not know that we 
‘are to make any di between a man 
or a bad man on the throne there orany else. 
We are to appoint our ministers by some rule.. 
We have thought heretofore that a minister reai- 
ent with $7,500 a year had a sufficient salary. 
he gentleman who is there now is an excellent 
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should be my misfortune to be appointed there, I 
would have to live upon the $7,500, and there 
are a good many men in my position. 

Now, we are not legislating for a wealthy in- 
dividual. We must legislate according to some 
general rule. If ns from Saale will 
raise the salary according to the rank | will con- 
sider it. I will not promise to vote for it, but I 
can vote for that when I cannot vote for this. 

1 believe at that place a minister resident, such 
as we have at two thirds of the courts of Europe, 
is sufffcient, and that there are no circumstances 
to justify a higher grade of rank unless the Pres- 
ident, exercising the power he now has, will make 
the appointment on his own responsibility, with 
the salary attached toit. I donotthink itis good 
and wholeseme legislation to provide merely for 
decking a man off in gold lace, feathers, and fur- 
belows; at least it isnot such as I mean to vote for. 





Mr. KASSON. I hope the amendment will be 
adopted. 
Mr.PRUYN. I move tostrike out the words 


** who shall receive no higher compensation than 
is now allowed to a minister resident,” 

Mr. KASSON. I wish to say that that leaves 
it exactly according to the existing law. 

e- PRUYN. That is just where 1 want to 
ace it. 
r Mr. KASSON. Then the gentleman should 
move to strike out the whole section. 

Mr. PRUYN. My own inipression is that we 
would do well to appoint a minister of full rank 
to the court of Belgium. The President has the 
power at any moment to make that appointment. 
He has that power under the Constitution if he 
pleases to exercise it. 

The gentleman from Iowa, [Mr. Kasson,} the 
member of the Committee of Ways and Means 
who has charge of this bill, did not seem to ap- 

reciate’ the point | made when this section was 

rstread. He proposes here to give authority to 
the President which he has now under the Con- 
stitution. He does not ask it and it is not with 
us to give. Under the Constitution the President 
has the power to make such nominations of for- 
eign ministers as he may deem fit. All Congress 
has to do isto fix the compensation. Thereisa 
statute providing that in all cases where the com- 
pensation of a minister of full rank is not fixed it 
shall be $10,000, and the effect of the amendment 
I propose would be, if the President shoul make 
such a nomination, to make that salary $10,000 a 
year, the same as that of other ministers in Eu- 
rope, and I believe in South America. The Pres- 
ident has the right to make the nomination. I 
have not the Constitution or 1 would quote its 
language, but I believe Lam quije right. If we 
are to Ete a ministerof full rank,and | think on 
the whole we ought to have, he should have a 
propersalary. I think it would bea poor comphi- 
ment to send the King of Belgium a full minister 
at a reduced salary. 

Theamendment tothe amendment wasagreed to. 

Mr. KASSON. By this action we not only 
leave the bill inconsistent with itself, but if we 
disagree to the Senate amendment it will leave 
the old law still in force. 1 trust that the House 
will have confidence in the action of the Execu- 
tive, the Senate, and the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs, and that it will at léast signify to the’ 
President its disposition to have this thing done 
without increase of pay. 1 do not know that the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs has deeided, but 
I know that several members are in favor of this 
proposition, And the only desire that I have is 
to save the Government $2,500 or $5,000, os the 
case may be, It stands just in this way: the in- 
crease of salary is not asked for by the Execu- 
tive Department, nor by the Senate, nor by the 
minister, and now, by this action, we save $5,000 
or 500, as the case may be. 

Mr. WILSON. I will ask ny colina ue if we 
reject the Senate amendment will not the Presi- 
dent appoint a minister plenipotentiary to Bel- 
gium? i 

Mr. KASSON, Yes, sir. k: 

ees ‘ foun at would like eens 
why it is necessary for Congress to‘act in 
aati if the President has already the power to 
appoint a minister plenipotentiary? Tomy mind 
it 18 conclusive evidence that the President, who 


|| wow holds the: to make the appoiitment, 
elieves it fa Sick bonesary to have a miniater ef 
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il 

Mr. KASSON. The necessity for this law is 
that if he does make a minister of that grade he 
does it at the cost of an increased expenditure to- 
the Treasury, when the dignity of the country 
does not require an increase BPpropeindios, The || 
law authorizes him to establish the grade now. | 
Mr. WILSON. The argument which the gen- | 
tleman now makes is in favor of the appointment 
of such men, and only such, as have abundant | 
means aside from the salary to maintain a proper 
position at the court, and therefore it is an argu- 
ment really against the appointment of men who | 
| 











have not abundant means, and it makes a dis- 
tinction between citizens of the country. Hener 
I am opposed to it upon that ground. 

Mr. KASSON. Itis hardly necessary to mee: | 
that argument, which is evidently applicable to 
another purpose than that to which it is applied. | 
All I have to say is that we have already estab- | 
lished different grades, with pay ‘varying from 
$17,500, as at London and Paris, to $12,000, as 
at St. Petersburg and Berlin. In South America 
we pay $10,000. The gentleman’s argument ap- 
plies to the whole system if it applies atall. The 
court of Belgium is not as expensive a court as | 
some others. For reasons satisfactory to Con- 
gress they have established this grade of pay | 
and made it depend upon two things: the import- | 
ance of the mission and the expense of living at | 
the capital to which the minister is accredited 
Under these circumstances, it is no violation at 
all of the practice of Congress and of the Gev- 
ernment in that respect to make this discrimina- 
tion here, If itbecomes necessary hereafter to in- 
crease the pay we can increase it as we increased | 
the pay generally a few years ago. It is no de- 
parture, therefore, from the uniform practice of 
the Government to adapt the pay to the circum- 
siances of the court and the importance of it. 

Mr. MORRILL. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man a question. | 

Mr.- KASSON. I have no objection, if the 
gentleman will ask me a sincere one. 

Mr. MORRILL. I do not desire to ask any 
but a sincere question. The gentleman says. he 
adinits that the Government is not in a situation | 
now to raise the pay equal to the grade of the 
minister. Then does it not follow that we are 
proposing here to put upon an officer whom we 
send abroad an expense which we confess we are 
not able to afford? 

Mr. KASSON. Ido not see it. On the con- 
trary, there is no additional expense imposed 
upon him, that I am aware of, by this change of 
grade. But it does facilitate greatly the transac- 
tion of business at foreign courts to have a min- 
ister of a high grade. 1 have seen our minister 
at one court detained for hours in an ante-room 
waiting for ministers of a higher grade who came 
afier him to get through their business with the 
foreign minister before he could attend to that of 
our minister, I submit, therefore, that when 
there is a practical advantage in the discharge of 
business, when this matter of etiquette is a stub- 
born fact which we cannot get over, when it is 
part of the law of the administration of foreign 
courts, whether we should not yield to it, as we 
may do without cost to our Government, and at 
the same time increase the dignity of this Repub- 
lic ata foreign court. I speak of what I have 
seen and what I know when I say that hours 
neon hours have been lost—because of this jaw 
of etiquette, which is as unchangeable as the law 
of the Medes and Persians—by our ministers, 
who wait while the higher grades take prece- 


ence. 

Mr. STEVENS. May I inquire of my col- 
league on the Committee of Ways and Means 
whether at these courts our ministers are so much 
engaged every hour of the day that they cannot 

ord to wait? ' 

Mr, KASSON. _I think the gentleman knows 
well enough that abroad, even as here at our own 

lain, republican court, at the foreign offices they 
have one day in the week to receive foreign min- 
isters and transact their business, If the busi- 
ness is not transacted on the Thursday or Satur- 
day on which the minister calls it lies over for 
another week, unless indeed he goes through the 
form of a special request, supplicating an ap- 


pointment for another intermediate day, and re- 
neal an answer one the time, which involves 


a. 


WILSON. Would Bot thad Argument rer 





| quire an increase in the rank of all our ministers 
abroad? 


Mr. KASSON. No, because some of our min- 
isters are of the highest rank, and some of less 
rank have no trouble at inferior courts. 

Mr. WILSON. All those of subardinate rank 
must meet with similar difficulties. 

Mr. KASSON. No; some are at courts of by 


no means the same importance. Take Switzer- | 


land, for example; there is less court etiquett: 
there and we have much less business there thai, 
we have at the courtof Belgium. Brussels is one 
of the great diplomatic centers of Europe. 

Mr. WILSON. Does my colleague think that 


the business interests of this country will saffer | 


unless we increase the grade of this mission? 

Mr. KASSON. ‘I think that the business will 
be delayed, and that the geod opinion in regard 
to our country of the King of the Belgians will be 
affected by a refusal of this courtesy. If my col- 
league listened to the reading of the letter of the 
Secretary of State he will have noticed what is 
there stated, that near the close of the last Ad- 
ministration the Belgian Government asked that 
we should accredit a full minister to that court. 
We all know that we are not only under obliga- 
tions of courtesy to the King of the Belgians but 
that we are under higher obligations to him, es- 
pecially since the war broke out. 

Mr. PRUYN. f wish to call the attention of 
the House, in the first place, to a ec eaT 

oint, and then f will make a proposition ‘whic 

think will meet the views of the member of the 
Committee of Ways and Means who has this bill 
in charge. 

By the Constitution of the United States the 
President is vested with full power in regari to 
this matter and we have none. I will read that 
clause of the Constitution: 

‘* He (the Pgesident] shall have power, by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate, to make treaties, pro- 
vided two thirds of the Senators present concur; aud he 
shall nominate, and by and with theadvice and consent 
of the Senate, shall appoint embassadors, other public 
ministers, consuls, judges of the Supreme Court, and other 
officers.”’ 

It has always been claimed that, under that 
clause of the Constitution, this Congress had no 
power to pass upon questions of the rank of for- 
eign ministers. The President nominates to a 
foreign court either a chargé d'affaires, or a min- 
ister resident, or a minister plenipotentiary. He 
does what he pleases in that regard. It then re- 
mains with Congress to say what salary they 
will pay. 

Now, I think, with regard to this particular 
case, that if we make any change, and | think a 
change might well be made, we ought to give a 
proper salary, or it is no compliment to the King 
of the Belgians. to make the change; at any rate 
the value of the compliment is much diminished. 
What I think we ought to do, and what I am 
prepared to vote for if the gentleman who repre- 
sents the Committee of Ways and Means will 
make the proposition, is to appropriate $12,000 
for the p se of paying the salary of a minister 
of full rank to the court of oan provided 


the President and Senate shall the appeint- 
ment. 

Now, sir, a word with regard to the expense 
of a residence at the court of Belgium. Former! 


the cost of a residence at Brussels was very muc. 
less than at Paris or at any of the great courts of 
Burope; and that city, even within a very few 
Tears past, became the residence of a large num- 
er of lish persons who went there for the 
purpose of living at less expense than they could 
doat home. But things have very mach changed, 
and now thecost of living at Brussels is substan- 
tially the same as at Parisor London. I may be 
permitted to say,and | do not think it a violation 
of private confidence to say, with reference to the 
present minister to Belgium, that during the last 
yeaz he has spent three or four limes the amount 
of hie salary. 
.. Mr. KASSON. The gentleman from New York 
will allow me to say that a portion of that sum 
has been expended in the purchase of some very 
fine guns that were furnished to our svldiers in 
the Northwest and are riaw in the service. 

Mr. PRUYN. I did not take this into account. 
There isa expenditure behind which 1 did 
not say anything about. it strikes me, Mr. 
Speaker, that we should make a liberal arra 
ment with ajl our ministers to Europe, 


| in the present condition of our country. My 


|| Feasoning is exactly the reverse of that of other 
|| gentlemen in this House. I -think it is one of 
|| the greatest mistakes this country has made that 
| two years ago when the Secretary of State rec- 
Hi ommended a large appropriation for the purpose 
| of sending commissioners to the international 
exhibition at Londoa this House refused to make 
| it. 1 think we should have then given the world 
|| © understand that, notwithstanding the great 
|| atruggle in which we are engaged, all our vitality 
still exiata. We should have sent owt a com- 
mission to that exhibition that would have main- 
|| tained the high standing and influence of thiscoun- 


| 


ministers to Europe, lam ia favor of maintaming 
them in their full efficiency and character, and of 
giving them everything necessary to influewse 
public opinion in Europe in regard to this cown- 
try, ite. present condition and futare prospects. I 
trust if we make any change at all we will make 
a change that will be a thorough one, and give 
our ministers not only the proper rank but the 
proper salary. If it is not done this year it will 
be Sane the next. My amendment is as follows: 


Strike out section three and insert in lieu thereof the f!- 
lowing: 


The sum of $12,000 be and the same is heréby appropri- 
ated to pay the salary of an envoy extraordivary and min- 
ister plenipotentiary to the kingdom of Belgium, ff the Pres- 
dent in the exercise of his constitutional power shail see fit 
to appoint such officer. 

Mr. DAVIS, of Maryland. I move that’ the 
House do now adjourn. 


RECEIPTS, ETC., OF TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 


The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, transasitting 
a statement showing the receipts and expendi- 
tures for the fiscal year ending 30th June, 1863; 
which waa laid on the table, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. HOOPER offered a resolution that one hua- 
dred and fifty copies of the stutement of receipts 
and expenditures. prepared by the Register of the 
Treasury for the fiseal year ending 30:h June, 
1863, be printed for the use of the Secretary of 
the Treasury; which was referred under the rule 
to the Committee on Printing. 

The question was put.on Mr, Davis’s motion; 
and it was agreed to. 

The House thereupon (at half past four o'clock, 
p. m,) adjourned. 


| wry. 
| And so,, Mr. Speaker, with reference to our 





IN SENATE, 


Wepnespar, May 11, 1864. 
The Journal of yesterday was read andapproved. 


BLECTION OF CHAPLAIN. 

In pursuance of the order made on Monday 
last the Senate proceeded to the election of a Chap- 
lain, with the following result: 

Rev. Thos. Bowman, D. D., received 24 voten. 

Rev. E. H. Gray received 15 votes. 

Rev. Dr. Bowman, having received a majority 
of the votes cast, was declared to be duly chosen 
Chaplain for the Senate. 


REPORTS FROM COMMITTERS. 
Mr. HALE, from the Committee on Naval 


Affairs, to whom was referred a ppanon of Com- 


modore W.D. Porter, United States Navy, on 
the subject, reported.a, bill (S. No. 273) to com- 


ensate the officers and crew of the iron-clad gun- 


t Essex for the destruction of the rebel ram 


Arkansas, accompanied by a letter of the Seere- 


tary of the Navy on the subject. The bill was 


read and passed to a second reading, and the com- 


munication was ordered to be printed. 


He also, fram the seme committee, to whom 
itions and me- 
from their further 


were referred the following 

morial, asked to be discha 

consideration; which was agreed to: 
A petition of citizens of Ddsove 


rebel ram Arkansas; 


A. paiwe of citizens of Cairo, Illinois, praying 
for the 


permanent location of # navy and dock- 
yard and naval depot at that place; and 
A memorial of the mayor and common coun- 
cil of the city of Jeffersonville, Indiana, praying 
for the locauion of an armory and navy-yard at 
that place. | 


iS 


uri, praying that 
the officers and crew of the gunboat Essex may 
be suitably rewarded for the destruction of the 
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He also, from the same committee, to whom | 
were referred the following bills, reported them 
with amendments: 

A bill (S. No. 190) to establish a navy-yard at 
Cairo, in the State of Illinois; and 

A bill (8. No. 246) for the relief of officers, 
seamen, and others borne onthe books of vessels 
wrecked or lost in the naval service. 

Mr. JOHNSON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred a resolution in- 
structing the committee to inquire into the expe- 
diency of amending the existing laws regulating 
the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of the Uni- 
ted States so as to confine it to questions of law, 
asked to be discharged from its further consider- 
ation; which was agreed to. 

Mr. TRUMBULL, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, to whom was referred a joint resolu- 
uuon (S. No. 25) repealing a joint resolution to 
amend the Constitution of the United States, asked 
to be discharged from its further consideration; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. WILSON, from the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs and the Militia, to whom were re- 
ferred the amendments of: the House of Repre- 
sentatives to the bill of the Senate (No. 145) to 
equalize the pay of soldiers in the United States 
Army, reported them with amendments; which 
were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HOWARD. I present to the Senate a 
paper in the nature of a report from the select 
committee on the Pacific railroad, containing sun- 
dry tables and other matters tending to illustrate 
the operation of the Pacific railroad act of 1862, 
and the operation of the amendment to that act 
which has already been presented to the Senate by 
the committee, and I move that it be printed for 
the use of the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 


_ Mr. ANTHONY. The Committee on Print- 
ing, to whom was referred a resolution to print 
three thousand copies of the report of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy on iron-clad vessels, have in- 
structed me to report it adversely. The document 
was ordered to be printed by the House of Rep- 
resentatives, and it would be very proper to print 
it for the Senate but for the fact that the type has 
been distributed, and it would cost some three 
thousand dollars, 

Mr. ANTHONY also, from the same commit- 
tee, to whom was referred a bill (8. No. 265) to- 
expedite and regulate the printing of public doc; 
uments, and for other purposes, reported it with 
an amendment. 


COLONIZATION OF COLORED PERSONS. 


Mr. WILKENSON. The Committee on Ter- 
ritories, to whom was referred the bill (S. No. 
169) to repeal all acts making appropriation for 
the colonization of free persons of African descent, 
have instructed me to report it back with a rec- 
&mmendation that it pass, and I also ask for its 
present consideration, : 

No objection being made, the bill was consid- 
ered as in Committee of the Whole. | 

Mr. WILKINSON. I wish simply to state 
thattwo yearsago Congress passed two acts which 
evinced, in me duggment, the extremest folly, ap- 
propriating 000, and placing it at the disposal 
of the President, for the purpose of sending out 
of this country free colored persons. An attempt 
has been made to carry out the provisions of the 
laws, and one or two ca have been sent to 
an-isiand in the West Indies, and the results have 
been most hazardous and disgraceful. I ask that 
those laws may be repealed; that no further ex- 
penditure be made in that direction. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I hope the Senator 
from Minnesota will notpress the passage of this 
bili to-day. 1 shall offer no objection to its pas- 
sage at the proper time, but the Benate hee passed 
@ resolution asking for a report from the commis- 
sioner of emigration of the doings under those 
laws. J am very anxious that that report shall 
come in before this question is pressed on the at- 
rtention of the Senate. I make the suggestion to 
the Senator from Minnesota. That reportis now 
being made out, and [ understand will be tend- 
ered to the Senate in a few days. 

Mr. WILKINSON. I have no objection to 
the postponement if the Senator insists upon it, 
though I think that report will make no difference. 
» Mw HALE. The bill had better lie over. 

Mr. WILKINSON. [am willing that it shall 
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go over, but I give notice that I shall call itup at | 


the earliest possible moment. 
“The further consideration of the bill was post- 
poned until to-morrow. 


COMMANDERS IN THE NAVY. 


Mr. HALE. The Committee on Naval Affairs, 
to whom was referred a bill (S. No. 270) toamend 
an act entitled ‘*An act to establish and equalize 
the grade of line officers of the United States Na- 
vy,’ approved July 16, 1862, have instructed me 
to report the same back with an amendment. As 
this bill is one to remedy a defect in the existing 
law in regard to naval appointments, I ask the 
Senate to consider it now. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, proceeded to consider the 
bill. It provides that the corps of commanders 
in the Navy of the United States on the active 
list shall be temporarily increased so as to embrace 
all who had been appointed as such prior to the 
commencement of the present session of Congress, 
under that construction of the law which then 

revailed in the Navy Department; but the num- 
ae thus allowed is not to exceed ninety; and no 
further appointments of commanders are to be 
made on the active list till the number by deaths, 
dismissals, resignations, or otherwise, shall be re- 
duced to seventy-two. 

The second section provides that all payments 
heretofore made to any officers in the Bary as com- 
manders, under the construction of the law here- 
tofore prevailing in the Navy Department, shall 
be ratified and allowed, and the proper account- 
ing officers of the Treasury are instructed toallow 
them in the same way and manner as if there were 
no question as to the legality of the appointments. 

e amendment of the Committee on Naval 
Affairs was in section one, line nine, tostrike out 
the word *‘ ninety” and insert “‘ ninety-one.”” 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr.GRIMES. My impression is that in the 
second line of the second section the words ‘‘ cap- 
tains or’? should be inserted before the word 
**commanders.’’ I believe the captains have been 
promoted now, but it has only been done Very 
recently, and so far as relates to pay there shoald 
be some retrospective provision for them. 


The PRESIDENT protempore. Does the Sen- 
ator move that amendment? 

Mr. GRIMES. Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore. The Senator 


from lowa moves to amend the bill in section two, 
line two, by inserting before the word ‘*com- 
seatonn” the words ‘* captains or;’’so that it will 
read: 

That all payments heretofore made to any officers in the 
Navy as captains or commanders under the construction 
of the law heretofore prevailing, &c. 


The amendment was agrecd to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 

and the amendments were concurred in. The bill 

“was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
was read the third time, ané passed, 


GENERALS SCHENCK AND BLAIR. 


Mr. DAVIS submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was ordered to be printed: 

Whereas the President of the United States, in-a com- 
munication to the House of Representatives of date 28th of 
April ultimo, represents, “‘ that prior to and at the meet- 
ing of the present Congress, Robert C. Schenek, of Ohio, 
and Francis P. Blair, jr., of Missouri, members-elect there- 
to, by and with the consent of the Senate held coinmissions 

the Executive as major. generals in the volunteer 
army,” and tbat “ General Schenck tendered the resigna- 
tion of his said commission aud took his seat in the House 
of Representatives at the assembling thereof, upon the dis- 
tinet verbal understanding with the Secretary of War and 
the Executive thai he might at any time during the session, 
at his own pleasure, withdraw said resignation and return 
to the field;”? and whereas the, President in said commu- 
nication states further that “ General Blair was, by tem- 
porary ent with General Sherman, in command of 
a corps the battles in front of Chattanooga, and in 
the march to the relief of Knoxville, which occurred in the 
latter days of December last, and of course was not pres- 
ent at the assembling of Congress,” and “ that when he 
subsequently arrived here he sought and was allowed by 
the Secretary, of War and the Executive the same con- 
itions and promises as allowed and made to General 
3°? and further, that “General Blair holds no mill- 
tary‘commission or appointment other than herein stated :”’ 

Be it resolved, That the arrangement aforesaid, made b 
the President and nd dane of War with Generals 
Schenck and Blair, to receive them temporarily 
commissions of major general, with discretion, on r 


part, at any time this session of Congress to resume 
them, wa a Seromatia of tne Ronmitnasien, of te United 
_Siateh, and Wot wi wer of the President and the 
Secretary of War, or ofthem, tomake. °° 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. McPuerson, its Clerk, announced that 
the House of Representatives had agreed to some 
and disagreed to other amendments of the Senate 
to the bill of the House (No. 40) making appro- 
priations for the consular and diplomatic expenses 
of the Government for the year ending June 30, 
1865, had agreed to the thirty-first amendment of 
the Senate to the said bill with an amendment, in 
which it requested the concurrence of the Senate, 
had insisted upon its disagreement and amend- 
ment as aforesaid, asked a conference on the dis- 
agreeing votes of the two Houses thereon, and 
had appointed Mr. Jonn A. Kasson of Iowa, 
Mr. James W. Parrerson of New Hampshire, 
and Mr. James Brooks of New York, managers 
at the same on it& part. - 


DISASTERS ON RED RIVER. 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I offer the following 
resolution, and ask for its present consideration: 

Resolved, That the joint committee on the conduct of 
the war be instructed to investigate the causes of the re- 
cent disasters on Red river, with power to send for persons 
and papers. 

By unanimous consent, the Senate proceeded 
to consider the resolution. 

Mr. TRUMBULL. I suggest to the Senator 
from Kansas that the committee has all the power 
necessary. It is only necessary to instruct them 
to inquire intoit,l apprehend. So faras sending 
for persons and papers is concerned, that power 
is expressly conferred on them already. 

Mr. LANE,. of Kansas. I will change the 
word ** instructed” to ‘‘ requested.’’ I desire to 
state to the Senate and to the country that the 
command of that advance was under General 
Lee, of Kansas, as gallant an officer as ever drew 
sword forhiscountry. Since the disaster he has 
been ordered to New Orleans in disgrace. It is 
a fact that the artillery of the ermy was intrusted 
to a wagon train for protection; that there was 
in the advance a body of cavalry under General 
Lee; then came the artillery, and next to the ar- 
tillery came a wagon train, upon a narrow road 
cut through the timber. I under&tand it to be an 
axiom in military affairs that artillery is to be 
protected by infantry close at hand, not to be in- 
trusted to cavalry even. I am informed—and I 
want the ear of the chairman of the committee— 
that General Lee called frequently, demanded re- 
a that the wagon train be sent back and 
that infantry be forwarded to him in support of 
that artillery, and that his calls and demands were 
disregarded. When the assault was made, the 
narrow road was filled up by thie wagon train, 
there was no protection for the artillery, and he 
was overcome by superior numbers. 

Mr. RICHARDSON. Mr. President, since I 
have been in Congress I have uniformly opposed 
interference by either branch or both branches of 
Congress with the affairs of the armiesin the field. 
I do not think any good has been accomplished 
by such interference. I think armies are best 
‘managed by the officers incommand and by those 
who have control over them. I haye no doubt, 
sir, that ifthe statements m reference to General 
Lee are as the Senator from Kansas represents 
them—and I do not question them—the Army it- 
self will take care of his reputation. 

‘e] think we have had too much for the public 
good of the dismissals of officers from the Army 
without trial by court-martial. Grext mischief 
has been done to the service by this mode of pro- 
ceeding; great mischief will be done again. I 
hold that no officer in the Army for any conduct 
‘should be censured or disgraced without the find- 
ing of a court-martial, and an opportunity for him 
to be heard and make his defense before that court- 
martial. I make no assault upon the committee 
charged with these investigations. They have 
other-duties to perform and‘%o attend to. They 
hear that portion of the testimony only which is 
submitted to them, and which they call before 
them. Great injustice, unintentionally upon their 
part, often, ‘have no doubt, is done by the fact 
that officers have no opportunity to explain their 
conduct during an action or upon the field, which 
are re} ‘upon here, and they show’ different 
state 'of:factswhen they are brought before a mil- 


|| itary court for trial. 


Sir, I do not think that this mode of investiga~ 
dantenan }auly Or aaeRdlt | ofpooed 1 white I 
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was a member of the other House; I am opposed 
to it now. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I think the Senator 
from Ilinois did not hear my statement. I said 
that the relief given to General Lee by the Army 
was ordering him to New Orleans in disgrace—— 

Mr. RICHARDSON. The Senator will par- 
don me. I suppose he was ordered to New Or- 
leans by the commanding officer. That com- 
manding officer is responsible. Whatever disaster 
has fallen on that army isattributable to the com- 
mander that was there. I have no doubt about 
that. When others come to assume command 
there, they will afford General Lee an opportunity 
to vindicate himselfagainst whatever charges may 
be made against him. An officer under arrest is 
entitled to a court-martial, as the Senator knows 
perfectly well from his experience in military 
affairs. It is an offense to detain him in*arrest 
longer I believe than eight days without prefer- 
ring charges and bringing him before a court- 
martial. The Senator will pardon me when Ladd 
that I have nodoubt the military men will set this 
. whole matter right if you give them a little time. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. ‘The present condi- 
tion of our armies precludes the probability even 
of relief in the way ofa court-martial. This re- 
lief should come immediately. Here is an officer 
who, leading his column at Vicksburg, received 
a ball through his head in his mouth, and joined 
the Army again when he was feeding himself with 
a spoon, unable toopenhis mouth. He is as gal- 
lant a soldier and as able as we have in the ser- 
vice. One hourof disgrace to him is a thousand 
deaths. I want to reach his vindication at the 
earliest possible moment. He avers that he de- 
manded againand again and again and again-that 
the wagon train should be separated from: his 
column, and that the artillery should be furnished 
with infantry to protect and defend it. Kansas 
and General Lee ask an immediate vindication. 
He is a favorite son of that gallant State. 

Mr.GRIMES. Mr. President, it is too late in 
the day to raise objections to congressional inves- 
tigations in regard to military affairs. It was 
done by the Continental Congress during the time 
of the Revolution. It was done in the war of 
1812-14, as I once had occasion to show to the 
Senate by reading from the Journals and Debates 
of that time. It was done from 1848 up to 1852, 
and if the Senator from Illinois will refresh him- 
self by reference to the Senate documents during 
that period he will find that the chairman of the 
Committee on Military Affairs of this body, Mr. 
Weller, employed himself I should think most 
of the time in investigations of this description. 

Mr.RICHARDSON. During the progress of 
the war? 

Mr. GRIMES. During the latter part of the 
progress of the Mexican war, and for the two or 
three following years—in vestigations growing out 
of the controversies between General Pillow and 
General Scott and all the subordinate officers un- 
der them, and in regard to other officers who 
were not immediately under General Pillow. 

But I rise to suggest to the Senator from Kan- 
sas the propriety of modifying dr changing his 
resolution so as to inquire into the eiiorel a min- 
istration of that department. «I should like to 
know ail about it. I should like to have the 
committee on the conduct of the war instructed 
not only to examine as to the particular details of 
the disaster that happened to us at Pleasant Hill, 
but I should like to know how tlie affairs of the 
department have’ been administered prior to that 
time and since that time. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I have not the least 
objection to that. All I desire is to reach the ob- 
ject I have stated. 
~ Mr. GRIMES. That will reach the object the 
Senator from Kansas has in view, and may reach 
something more, and it will relate not alone’ to 
military transactions but to civil transactions in 
that department, and therefore will be relieved 
from the objection'which the Senator from Illinois 
seems to raise to the military investigation. 

Mri DOOLITTLE.’° he jurisdiction of the 
committeé on the conduct of the war is quite 
extensive enough if they are confined to war 
matters. If they are to take the general super- 
intendence of thé ‘civil aswell as the military 
administration of this ment; itwill add ver 


much to their labor, and, it seems to me, would 
so much absorb the time and # 


attention of the eom- 
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mittee that it would be impossible for them to 
give their attention particularly to the subject of 
this disaster, which is what we want to get at. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. Will the Senator 
from Wisconsin permit me to make a suggestion 
to him? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I have no objection. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I do not know that 
it is true—I do not pretend to state itas true— 
but I very much fear this committee will be able 
to ascertain that the disaster at Pleasant Hill grew 
out of a sort of furore to gather up cotton; that 
instead of whipping the enemy, they were trying 
to hook up cotton; and that led to this disgrace- 
ful surprise. It is believed that General Banks 
had on the Red river a large superiority of num- 
bers; and yet the whole country west of the Mis- 
sissippi is now endangered, if not altogether lost, 
for the present, by this furore to get hold of cot- 
ton. I have no objection, therefore, to having the 
resolution cover the. whole thing. 

Mr. WILSON. [ should like to ask the Sen- 
ator from Kansas if he can give us the evidence 
on which he founds the declaration that General 
Banks had superior numbers on the Red river 
expedition. 

r. LANE, of Kansas. I do not propose to 
give names, My understanding is, from the au- 
thorities here upon inquiry, that General Banks 
has to-day superiority of numbers on the Red 
river. I was told so yesterday by one who should 
know. The State that I have the honor to rep- 
resent is now exposed from south to north by this 
mistake—a mistake that, in my opinion, should 
damn any man professing to have a knowledge 
of military tactics. The idea of attempting to 
move artillery without being protected and closely 
protected by infantry is ridiculous, and should 
cover every man who submitted to such a move- 
ment with everlasting disgrace. We watch our 
artillery as a mother watches her child. We move 
it with infantry close at hand. We do not per- 
mit that infantry to leave it for a moment. Here 
in this expedition there were miles between the 
artillery and the infantry and a wagon train be- 
tween them, which precluded the possibility of 
the infantry passing to the support of the artillery. 
All the West is exposed to-day by this most ter- 
rific mistake. 

Mr. WADE. 1 will inquire whether this is a 
joint resolution or merely a resolution of the 
Senate. 

: GRIMES. Itis a Senate resolution. 

r. LANE, of Kansas. I will say to the 
chairman of the committee that all I ask is that 
the facts connected with the loss of that army 
may be before his committee, ' 

Mr. WADE. Mr. President, I hope it will be 
made a joint resolution if itis to pass. It will 
devolve upon that committee a very considerable 
labor and considerable expense. Of course we 
shall be as economical as we can be, but this in- 
vestigation will cost something if it is ordered. 
The appropriation for that committee which was 
passe y the Senate a long time ago has never 
passed the House of Representatives, and | do 
not know that they intend that it shall pass. It 
is evident, however, that the committee on the 
conduct of the war are compelled under the in- 
structions of this body to incur considerable ex- 
_ in the investigations which they have to 
make. 

Mr. FOSTER. This resolution should be a 
joint resolution, as it proposes to instruct a joint 
committee. 

Mr. WADE. It is'‘suggested to me that this 
subject cannot be sent toa joint’ committee except 
by a joint resolution. Perhaps that may be so; 
but it has not been so understood. Each branch 
of Congress has instructed the committee on the 
conduct of the war to make the investigations 
that we have made; butI think it would be better 
for both bodies to join in giving instructions upon 
& matter so important ant so extensive as the in- 
quiry now proposed. 

As to what the Senator from Illinois has said 
about our making investigations thatimpinge upon 
the character of individuals without giving them 
notice, I will'say to that Senator that we are not 
obnoxious to any such charge. We have never 
made any en Se ae any evidence against 
any man he has been apprised of it, with 
one exception, where we took a little evigence for 
the purpose of enlightening the Senate in execu- 



































tive session on certain occasions, and of course 
that was secret. In every other case, if the testi- 
mony seemed to involve the character of any man 
or to impute anything wrong to him, we have al- 
ways apprised him of it, and asked him to give 
every explanation he could give. Further than 
that, we have not made any of these military ex- 
aminations that I know of 

rence of the Secretary of War, who has ¢odp- 
erated with us all along, and been exceedingly 
anxious that we should make them, Of course, 
we are not anxious to make this investigation, 
and shall only do it if it is the law of Congress 
that we should doit. 1 assure gentlemen itis not 
a thing to be sought after. 


without the concur- 


Mr. WILSON. Mr. President,1 heave no de- 


sire, after what has been said by the Senator from 
Kansas, to arrest the passage of his resolution to 
inquire into the condition of affairs on the Red 
river. A great misfortune has fallen upon our 
army west of the Mississippi, and the public press 
teems with comments wee the origin and man- 
agement of that ill-starred ex 


e dition. To-day the 
enator from Kansas introduces this resolution 


of inquiry, and before the facts are ascertained he 
indulges in declarations, assertions, and com- 
ments derogatory to the management of the Red 
river campaign. He makes an arraignment be- 
fore the Senateand the country of Major General 
Banks, the commander of the forces there. He 
desires to vindicate General Lee, the commander 
of the cavalry in advance, and to do so he casts 
blame upon the commander of the expedition. 
Will it not be time enough to praise or blame 
when the proposed investigation shall disclose 
the facts? 


Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I think the Senator 


from Massachusetts misunderstood me. I will 
state to him that I heard, I think on Monday, that 


the order for this expedition emanated from a 
western general; that it was sent on here and in- 
dorsed, reluctantly perhaps, by the authorities 
at Washington city; and the expedition was un- 
dertaken against the better judgment of General 
Banks, as I wasinformed. | do not arraign Gen- 
eral Banks, for I do not know who preventéd Gen- 
eral Lee from having the infantry to support bim. 

Mr. WILSON. In victory we overpraise 
men; in defeat we undervalue them, There isa 
disposition everywhere now to censure the com- 
mander of the Red river expedition, to under- 
value his merits and his past services. General 
Banks is a gentleman of capacity and character, 
and has possessed, in his own State and in the 
country, a large share of the public confidence. 
This misfortune has shaken somewhat that pub- 
lic confidence, I tyst the facta which the pro- 
posed investigation will disclose will vindicate the 
management of.General Banks. If he has erred 
in the management of the campaign in western 
Louisiana, he must share the common lot of pu- 


‘lic men in civil life and in military life who com- 


mit mistakes in the direction of important affairs. 
T trust the investigation will be conducted with 
impartiality and fairness, that Genera! Banks will 
have the opportunity his public services entitle 
him to receive at the hands of his countrymen 
to explain his action and vindicate his conduct. 
When the record is made up it will be time enough 
to cast censure upon his action. I demand of 
Senators who pregene this investigation that they 
shall not, in advance, put upon the records of the 
country declcrations tending to condemn the man- 
agement of General Banks in this Red river move- 
ment. 

The PRESIDENT pro tempore... The question 
is on the passage of the resolution. ’ 

Mr. GRIM I proposed to amend the res- 
olution. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas, [ am willing to ac- 
cept the amendment. 

r.GRIMES. Whatever may be the remarks 

of the Senator from Kansas to which the Senator 
from Massachusetts objects, there is nothing tn 
the resolution itself that casts reproach upon Gen- 
eral Banks or anybody else. e administration 
of his department is a legitimate subject of inquiry 
by Congress. I do not desire an investigation as 
to the simple fact whether he directed his artillery 
or his cavalry or his ba e train in a proper 
manner, but into everything connected with the 
administration of the harizient. That is what 


the people of this country desire at thistime. If 


General Banks has behaved well, and as hia 
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friends claim that he has, a proper report on the 
subject will greatly quiet the public anxiety in 
connection with his name and with the adminis- 
tration of thatdepartment. Ifhe has not; here is 
a committee of his own political friends and ad- 
herents, and if they decide against him let him 
take the same fate that other men take under sim- 
ilar circumstances who have behaved badly, 

Mr. RICHARDSON, I desire to say, sir, after 
the statement of the chairman of the committee 
on the conduct of the war, the Senator from Ohio, 
(Mr. Wapne,] that they have furnished every offi- 
cer who seemed to be implicated with the charges 
implicating him, that it isa species of information 
I had not before; and I do not desire when the 
information is given me to let even thet misap- 
prehension from my mind to go to the country. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. have not felt dis- 
posed to criticise this expedition and fight, but I 
do propose now to saya werdaboutit. Theidea 
of permitting a fight to come off atall until Steele 
and Thayer had formed n junction with the com- 
mander of that expedition was, in my opinion, 
the act of a man who had not prudence at least 
as a characteristic of acommander, The expe- 
dition itself, in my opinion, wasill-timed. Kirb 
Smith was at Shreveport. He could be found at 
any time if we wanted to whip him; and if to-da 
a disaster is happening to General Sherman, it is 
owing to the fact that that army was not threat- 
ening Mobile. I do not know who is responsi- 
ble for the expedition; but that the expedition it- 
sclf was a mistake | have no doubt. 

Mr. WILSON. It is said that General Sher- 
man ordered this expedition. 1 donot know how 
it is; but that is the report. 

Mr. LANE, of Kaysas. Ido not wish to say 
how thatis. An officer who would send those 
genoa up Red river at this season of the year, 

nowing the uncertainty of its navigation, in my 
opinion is not entitled to the reputation of pru- 
deice,at least. Weof the West know that the 
navigation of the Arkansas and of the Red rivers 
is too uncertain to trust a large fleet of our most 
valuable vessels upon their bosom; and yet here 
are millions of dollars’ worth of vessels that it will 
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|| ticipate in this campaign, forgetting the uncer- 

|, tainties of the navigation of Red river, forgetting 

| that we might be defeated. If we had reached 
Shreveport, what would have been the result? 

| The rebel army would have retreated further 
south into Texas. It would have resulted in 

|| nothing but to get a few balesof cotton, Thatis 

| the reason it wasundertaken—for gain, I donot 
say for gain for the officers or men, but the ex- 
pedition itself was ill-timed, and stands forth be- 
fore the world as the most mismanaged and most 
disastrous expedition of the war. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. One word by way of re- 
ply. This expedition upon the Red river, as I 
am informed, received *the sanction of General 
Curtis, General Steele, General Banks, General 
Sherman, and the War Department, including the 
sanction of Lieutenant General Grant, aud I un- 
dertake to say that ifithad been managed in such 

| a way that we had captured Shreveport we should 
have accomplished in that operation one of the 
grandest successes that we have accomplished at 
all. We should have secured Arkansas; we should 
have relieved the Indian country and Kansas 
from all danger; we should have threatened the 
enemy in Texas by the advance of a column in 
overwhelming force in Texas, where we could 
have met our friends who still exist in large num- 
bers in western Texas, and it would have given 
us the whole of the country west of the Missis- 
sippi river. 1 regretas much as the Senator from 
Kansas, or any other man can, the fact that we 
have met with a reverse in this expedition. The 
|| mismanagement rests somewhere. I do not ob- 
|| ject to an inquiry into that mismanagement, or 
that the committee on the conduct of the war 
should inquire into it. I desire that the real truth 
|| should be known, to cover up nothing; bat | am 
|| not satisfied to have the Senator from Kansas in 
such strong language denounce the whole project 
of the expedition upon Shreveport, and turn it off 
by saying it was a mere speculation in cotton. 
Mr. resident, | have no idea that General Cur- 
| tis, or General Steele, or General Banks, or Gen- 
eral Grant, or the War Department, had any idea 
they were making an expedition for the capture 


tuke time to replace, endangered, for an expedi- |} of cotton, No, sir. It was to take posses#ion 
tion fruitless if successful, because | hear that it || of the country beyond the Mississippi, and to 


was understood by the general who ordered that 
expedition that it was to take Shreveport, and re- 
turn to threaten Mobile, so as to keep the force 
there at that point; that that was the reason 
upon which the order for the expedition was pred- 
icated. But the idea of permitting any portion of 
that force to engage Kirby Smith when Thayer 
and Steele, with twenty or thirty thousand men, 
Were moving to form a junction with him was an 
imprudent step, to say the ¢east of it. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE, I am not quite satisfied 
to have this debate close and go to the country 
when the Senator says that the whole project ef 
tho expedition to Shreveport was unwise, and that 
if successful it would have been an unwise expe- 
dition, Ido not profess to understand military 
matters very well; I claim no knowledge on that, 
subject; but I understand, and I believe the coun- 
try has anderstood, that if the expedition had 
been properly managed and had been successful 
in the capture ef Shreveport it would have beena 
most successful expedition and in its results most 
important to the country. 1 de not desiye to say 
anythivg further than simply to say that I do not 
acquiesce in the statement of the Senator from 
Kansas that if we had been successful in the cap- 
ture of Shreveport, on the Red river, it would 
have been a thing of no account. : 

Mr, LANE, of Kansas. ‘The whBle power of 
this Government was being put forth to crush 
the armies of the rebellion east of the Mississippi 
river; and ask the Senator from Wisconsin. how 
the rebel armies west of the Mississippi could 
aid rebeldom east of the Mississippi? dere we 
are, aba time when we are making a combined 
effort to crush the rebel armies east of the Mis- 


sissippi river, Sending a force that was within a 
- few days’ march of th \ 


obile, west of the Missis- 
sippi river to engage troops that conld not par- 
tucipate with and aid the rebels east of the Mis. 
sissippi. 1 repeat that it was a childish thing 
dividing our forces when we were endeavoring to 
concentrate everything upon rébeldom east of 
the Mississippi river. 1 understand that it was 
the intent and purpose of him who first ordered 
the expedition thatit should return in Ume to par. 


settle it for the Union and the Union cause. 
|| Mr. GRIMES. 1 have no knowledge as to 
whe originated the campaign, and I have no crit- 
icism to make as to its conduct; but the remarks 
which have been made by gentlemen here cer- 
tainly ought to convince us that there should be 
a general investigation into the subject. It is.of 
no use to conceal the fact that in portions of the 
country, and especialjy in those States from 
which the army was raised that fought under 
General Banks, there is an intense indignation 
against him, and | think there ought to be an op- 
portunity for the public mind to be quieted on 
this subject. 
The hin from Kansas speaks about the 
lowness of water in the Red river, and he says 
it ought to have been kwown thatthere would not 
be water enough there to navigate the gunboats. 
I think it will turn out upon invesiigation—l am 
so informed at any rate—that that was something 
which could not have betn guarded against, for 
the reason that at this season of the year there is 
generally water enough in the Red river, but the 
rebels very adroitly changed the current of the 
river into one of those bayous which so much 
abound in Louisiana and carried off a large por- 


tion of the volume of water that ordinarily flows | 
through that stream in another direction into the | 


Gulf of Mexico, and thus reduced the water in 
the river, 80 that vessels were immediately put 
aground. If this be so, it is due toGeneral Banks 
and the mep who opens with him, and to the 
other officers of the py, who were said to have 

siven their approval of this expedition, «hat this 
fa Should be developed in some authentic way 
before some organ of this body. It.is due to 
them that that fact should be made public if it be 
a fact, and | was infocenesh pp aie by an offi- 
cer who left the feet nine days before that it was 
a fact. It is due, | think, to all parties, to the 
public sentiment of the country, to the Govern- 
ment, to the officers of the Army and Navy who 
had of the expedition, that there should 
be a fair nquiry into the facts connegted with it, 
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| ing the character of the inquiry so as to make it 

| a general inquiry into the administration of the 
department. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER,(Mr. Antnowy.) 
The amendment of the Senator from Lowa is to 
make the resolution read as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate, (the House of Representatives 
concurring.) That the joint committee on the conduct of 
the war be requested to investigate the causes of the recent 
disasters on Red river, and fiquire into the general admin- 
istration of that department, with power to send for per- 
sons and papers. 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I desire to make one 
remark in answer to the Senator from Wisconsin. 
With Steele’s troops at Little Rock, and Thay- 
er’s troops at Fort Smith, Kansas and the Indian 
country were secure as against even guerrillas; we 
were keeping guerrillas out of the country. I 
say that the movement of Thayer’s troops and 
Steele’s troops on Shreveport, even if there had 
been a success, endangered the Indian country, 
and endangered the State | have the-honor in part 
to represent, The only way to defend the Indian 
territory is by troops in its immediate vicinity. 
You withdrew them to Shreveport, and opened up, 
the Indian territory and Kansas and Missouri to 
the incursions of guerrillas. So faras the protec- 
tion of Arkansas, so far as the protection of the 
Indian territory, so far as the protection of Kan- 
sas was concerned, it was much better that Steele 
had remained at Little Rock and Thayer at Fort 
Smith, The Senator from Wisconsin is mistaken. 
Here is Kansas, which has furnished sixteen 
thousand troops, and to-day her citizens are ex- 
posed from south to north; the families of those 
gallant soldiers exposed to the murderous Quan- 
trell by this mistake. It is charity to denominate 
the movement a mistake. ; 

I have avoided criticising our authorities as 
carefully as the Senator from Wisconsin; 1 am 
as desirous to sustain them as the Senator from 
Wisconsin; but here is my own State calling now 
for assistance, with only something like fifteen hun- 
dred troops within her borders out of the sixteen 
thousand she has furnished, with her. whole south- 
ern and eastern border exposed to the incursions 
of guerrillas, and her brave soldiers hundeeds, 
and some of them thousands of mies from her 
berder, while their families are being exposed to 
Quantrell’s murderous bands, owing, as | be- 
lieve, to. a- mistake from some source. Ido not 
know from what authority the Senator from W is- 
consin speaks when he says that General Curtis 
sanctioned.this expedition. 1 would like him to 
give me that authority. I,do know that for 
months, ever since that gallant general assumed 
command of the department of Kansas, he has 
been demanding troops for the protection ef his 
department; and I cannot believe that General 
Curtis sanctioned an expedition that took from 
Kansas almostaill the protecuion she had. | wouid 
like also to know the authority that authorized 
the Senator from Wisconsin to state that General 
Banks sanctioned this expedition, 1 stated here 
a few moments since that | had understood that 
this expedition originated from a weaiern general, 
that it came here and was reluctantly indorsed, 
and that it wast in direct violaiien of the wishes 
of General Banks and contrary to his judgment. 
Now, L ask the Senator from Wisconsin, when 
he states that General Curtis sanctioned this ex- 

jtion, to. give his authority. If the statement 
have made that General Banks was opposed to 
this expedition be true, I ask him, in justice to 
me as well as in justice to General Banks, to state 
his authority that authorized him before the na- 
tion to state that that officer sanctioned this expe 


dition. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE.._ I do not feel at liberty to 
refer to those letters and pupers which 1 have 
seen, which purport to be copies of letters of Gen- 
eral Banks and other gentlemen inrelasion to these 
matters, and state the contents of them, , 1 will 
stale spany tetenn from Kansas that | believe such 
to be t. 

_.Mr.. LANE, of Kansas. 1am especially anx+ 
ious to know. The statement that the Senator 
from Wjsconsin has made wif! be extremely dam- 
aging to General Curtis, and unless he can, state 
with a knowledge of what he says that General 
Curtis sanctioned this expedition, 1 shoukl like 
to have him withdraw the allegation altogether. 

r. DOOLITTLE. 1 donot state that A have 
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but I think I have knowledge, and | think the 











Senator from Kansas must have knowledge, that || and most costly work. 


General Curtis desired to lead just such an ex- 
peditior into this portion of Texas from the In- 
dina country himself. . 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. I cannot permit that 
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remark to be made, certainly. I have no kifow!-| 


edge that General Curtis at this time, in the pres- 
ent unprotected situation of Kansas, desired such 
an expedition as this. I state, and I desire that 
to go to the country, that General Curtis, backed 
by the congressional delegation, has been, to my 
knowledge, for the last foar months urging the 
Government to send him troops to protect his 
department. : 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. And was it not to make 
an expedition into western Texas, too? 

Mr. LANE, of Kaneas. 1 did not so under- 
stand it. 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. I did: 

Mr. LANE, of Kansas. He may have wanted 
troops for an expedition into the Indian country, 
not forany expedition away from the Indian coun- 
try. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the Senator from lowa, 
(Mr. Grimes.) 

The amendment was agreed to; and the resolu- 
tion, as amended, was adopted. 


CONTRACTORS FOR DOUBLE-ENDERS. 


Mr. HALE, I move to punipore prior orders, 
and take up, Senate joint resolution (S. No. 50) 
fow the relief of the contractors for the machinery 
of the side-wheel gunboats kuown as double- 
enders. 

The motion was agreed to; and the joint reso- 
lution was read a second time, and considered as 
in Committee of the Whole. It proposes to au- 
thorize the Seeretary of the Navy to appoint a 
board of competent persons to examine the claim 
of the contractors with the United States Govern- 
ment for the machinery of the side-wheel gun- 
boats commonly known as “ double-enders,” for 
additional compensation forconstructing the same, 
and to report to the Department what losses have 
been suffered by the contractors-upon their con- 
tracts, how far they are justly entitled to relief, 
and what, if any, additional allowances ought in 
equity to be made to them by the Government; 
and upon the eet of the board receiving the 
approval of the Secretary of the Navy, the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury is to pay to the contract- 
ors, severally, the sums adjudged to be due them 
in equity by the board, but such additional com- 
pensation is in no case to exceed'an amount which, 
compared with the price stipulated in the con- 
tract, shall be in'due proportion to the excess in 
weight of the engines built over such as were con- 
tracted for, except for alterations in form or ma- 
terial made by express order of the Government. 

Mr. HALE. The facts are all stated in the 

ort, and | wish that the report may be read. 

‘he Seeretery read the report madé by Mr. 
Haze on the 4th instant, from which it appears 
that at different dates, from March 20, 1862, to 
October 29, 1862, the Navy Departnient entered 
rato contracts with various iron-works and firms 
of New York, Philadelphia, Boston, Baltimore, 
Providence, Portland, Newburg, Wilmington, 
and Chester, for the machinery of the gunboats 
known as ‘double-enders,”’ stipulating for 
twenty-eight enginesin all, at prices varying from 
$73,000 to $85,000, nearly all of them, however, 
at the uniform fate of $82,000each. ‘The engines 
have all been completed afier considerable delays, 
whieh the contractors claim to bé justified by an 
understanding withthe Department that the time 
nanied in the contracts for their fulfillment was not 
to be insisted upon with exaetness nor the for- 
feiture of part of the price therein named in case 
of delay. ‘The petitioners, alleging thatthey euf- 
fered gteat losses of these contracts, now come 
to Congress and ask relief upon the ground that 
the prices were fixed by the Navy Department in 
offering these contracts to them, and accepted by 
them under an’entire misapprehension and mis- 
take as to the eost of the work because, 

1. The drawings were not made until after the 
time allowed for the geceptance of the cotitiacts, 
aud the speeifications a’ could not afford suf- 
ficient data for estimating the expense. 

- 2 The work has been done under the direction 
of inspectors who have given to every parte the 








| 
contract such a construction as to require the best | 
3. The expenditure has been greatly enhanced l 
by the action of the Government in various mat- | 
ters not anticipated, and which eould not be fore- | 
seen when the contracts were made, causing dif- 
ficulties in obtaining the necessary materials, and | 
increasing the cost of all materials-and labor, 
while the currency in which payment is made 
has been constantly diminishing in value. 

The petitioners further allege that they have 
used all diligence in fulfilling their contracts with 
all the means at their command, and that they 
have completed the work fn the most thorough 
manner, after it was rendered certain that they 
were doing so ata pecuniary sacrifice, and in the 
hope and expectation that the Government would 
finally reimburse them by additional compensa- 
tiot? for their inevitable losses. A considerable 
number of the petitioners have appeared before 
the committee, and to some extent have been 
heard, verbally and by papers submitted to the 
committee, since the subject was referred to them 
by the Senate. These contractors further repre- 
sent that they expected to furnish engines similar 
to those of the Paul Jones, a vessel with which 
they were familiar, and photographic general 
plans of whose engines were furnished by the De- 
partment at the time these conteacts were made, 
as a guide for making, with slight modifications 
therein specified, the detailed drawings for the 
engines they were to build; that at that time the 
detailed specifications were not pririted, or, if 
printed, had not been furnished them, and they 
relied upon the estimate of the chief engineer, and 
his assurance that the weight of the required’en- 
gines would be about the same as that of the Paul 
Jones, and would not, in any event, exceed that 
weight more than fifteen per cent.; but that, in 
fact, the engines, when completed, exceeded in 
weight very largely both the estimate and their 
expectations. ‘he contractors also submit that 
they undertook the work at the urgent request of 
the Department, at a price fixed by them, and 
were influenced to do so by a desire to serve the 
Government under circumstances then eXisting 
which required the vessels to be afloatas soon as 
possible. Thesgare substantially the allegations 
upon which the contractors base their claim upon 
the Government for additiona] remuneration. 

The committee have examined the case pre- 
sented far enough to satisfy themselves that there 
is probable ground for some relief to be afforded 
the petitioners by Congress. But the proper 
measure of relief to be granted them would depend 
upon a variety of considerations—such as the 
truth of the representations of the petitioners; the 
actual cost of the work to the contractors, exclu- 
sive of time and profits, over aid above the con- 
tract price in each case; how far the weight and 
amount of materials in the engines actually ex- 
ceed the estimates and expectations of the con- 
tracting parties; to what extent the Governnient 
is justly resportsible for this error, and how far 
it is due to improvidence and Jack of business 
sagacity on the part of the contractors; how far 
the unexpected cost of the engines is simply owing 
to unnecessary delays or to changes in the market 
prices of materials and labor, which the Govern- 
ment could not provide against and should not be 
held responsible for; and whether any deduction 
should be made for thé delay‘in failing to com- 
pletesthe machinery at the ume stipulated in the 
contracts. {t should be remembered also that 
while the Government must now, as at al] times, 
be just, it can scarcely afford to be liberal at a 
period, like the present, of extraordinary demand 
upon all the resources of the country; and alsothat 
obvious, danger would lurk in a precedentafford- 
ing relief to parties for losses accruing merely from 
the recklessness or imprudence of Government 
contractors. 

Two questions in this connection, therefore, 
are suggested for consideration, namely: first, | 
whether relief should be granted at ali; and sec- | 
ond, ifany be granted, whether it sbould be sim- | 
ply an amount sufficient to make good the losses, 
or whether an allowance should also be made for 
time and legitimate business profits. 

_ Moreover, there being eighteén different parties 
interested in these contracts with the Govern- 





























‘ment, each case #hould be examined by itself and 


upon its own merits, because the committee con+ 
ceive that while‘there may be good eause for re- 
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lief in some cases, an application for it in others 
may have no equitable foundation whatever. A 
jost determination of all these questions of fact 
and of principle would involve a protracted ex- 
amination, the taking of a great amount of testi- 
mony, and the collection of other evidence touch- 
ing these claims. For want of the technical 
knowledge requisite to an intelligent understand- 
ing of the details of the case, the committee do 
not deem themselves specially competent to this 
task, even if the business of the Senate would 
afford them time for the investigation. They have 
not, therefore, sought to institute any inquiry into 
the subject further than to justify the conclusion 
which they announce, that, in view of the emi- 
nent character of these memorialisis, the import- 
ance te the country and the purposes of the Gov- 
ernment of the industry which they represent, 
and the credit due to their statements, the claim 
which they prefer is one which deserves the at- 
tention of the Government. The committee, after 
due deliberation, are of the opinion that a board 
of skilled and disinterested persons would be, in 
a higher degree than themselves, ems mim to 
ascertain the facts and determine upon the merits 
of this claim-in a manner just and equitable to 
both Government and contractors, and therefore 
recommend the adoption of the pending joint res- 
olution. 

Mr. GRIMES. | I should like to know whether 
the Navy Department has been made acquainted 
with the facts connected with this resolution and 
réport, and whether there has been any corre- 
spondence between the Naval Committee and the 

avy Department on this subject, and what the 
views of the Department are as to the propriety 
of passing this resolution. 

Mr. HALE. I will state the grounds upon 
which the committee based the resoletion and all 
the facts in their possession. These firms—lI think 
there are eighteen of them—constitute the great 
mass of gentlemen who are engaged in this sort 
of work in the United States. The contractors 
have been before the committee a number of times 
and we have heard them with a good deal of pa- 
tienece; bat we came to the conclusion thatit would 
be utterly impracticakle and impossible for the 
committee to undertake to settle these questions. 
We submitted the memorials to the Secretury of 
the Navy, and the Secretary of the Navy gave us 
a written answer which | have sent for; it is in 
the committee-room. If the Senate have heard 
the report as it has been read, it will be seen that 
these contractors entered upon these contracts re- 
lying very much upon the representations made to 
them, and in fact commenced the work some time 
before the contracts were actuatly executed. In- 
deed, the ‘contracts never were executed, and 
in the mode of conducting the business of the 
Department it may be said these contracts are 
never executed except in one particular. The 
contracts are sent out; there are various stipula- 
tions in them; the contractor signs them, and they 
are returned and are placed on file in the Navy 
Departrient. ‘That is understood to be the way 
in which they are generally done. : 

These gentiemen serene that there had been 
various alterations made, not only from the con- 
tracts, but from the proposals which were pub- 
listed in the advertisement inviting bids; and that 
after they had made their agreement and contract 
there were various alterations made in weight and 
m the mode of construction. The committee 
thought they were such as gave ground for equi- 
table relief, but it would be impossible for them to 
come to anything like an estimate of what it should 
be, and they thought the most safe and prudent 
= would be to refer it tothe Navy Department 
with authority to appoint a board of their own 
selection fo make the examination and report 
what allowance should be made. 

These contractors represent that they were told 
at the time, although the terms were strict and 
rigid, that they would not be held to a strictcom- 
pliance with them. The Secretary of the Navy 
in his answer does not admit the accuracy of that 
statement. But there was submitted to the com- 
mittee, by a Mr. Boardman, the agent for one ot 
these firms who had bujlt these engines, a distinct 
statement thatesuch Was: the fact; that although 
the'time was specified, the Government would 
not hold them to a strict performance within that 
time. 

As 1 snid before, these gentlemen are engaged 
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in this. work, and they represent themselves to | Mr. GRIMES. I should like to inquire if these 


have guflered very largely from various consid- | 


__ ae 








facts appear in evidence, and if they are admitted 


erations that have been suggested, The com- || in the correspondence between the Naval Com- 
mittee thought it would not be wise in the Goy- || mitiee and the Secretary of the Navy? 

ernment to exact to the letter the performance |} Mr. HALE. They no not appear in the cor-. 
of the contracts when various alterations and || respondence. 

additions had been made, but thought it best to Mr. GRIMES. Are they not denied? 


refer it back to the Secretary of the Navy, giving 
him power to ascertain by a board how the mat- 
ter stood. That isthe whole of it. 1 have not the 
letters here, but they are in the committee room. 

Mr. GRIMES. 1 think it may be necessary, 
in order to have a proper understanding of this 
case, that those letters should be here, and I there- 
fore move that this resolution be postponed until 
to-morrow. J will state to the Senate that itis a 
matter of a great deal more magnitude than they 
might at the first blush suppose. Upwards of 
six hundred thousand dollars are involved in it, 
and I hiave reason to believe that the public ser- 
vice would not be promoted by the passage of the 
bill. Whenever this bill passes, there is to be an- 
other one following it immediately for every class 
of vessels that have been built for the Navy. 
‘These contractors enter into contracts agreeing to 
furnish a vessel by a certain time. Noneof them 
do it. I know that we have not yet gotsome ves- 
sels that were due to the Government last Sep- 
tember. These contractors can get more profita- 
ble work from individuals, and they proceed to 
execute that, thinking they can come to Congress 
and get an act for their relief, to extend the time 
or to pay them for any extra services they pre 
feas to have rendered. In that way the Depart- 
ment is able to hold no control whatever over 
the contractors. In order to.enable the chairman 
of the Committee on Naval Affairs to procure that 
correspondence between the Navy Department 
and the Committee on Naval Affairs, | move that 
the further consideration of the resolution be post- 
poned until to-morrow. 

Mr. HALE. I have no objection, if it be made 
the special order. This matter is of some im- 
portance, and if there is to be any relief to these 
contractors they ought to know it, and if there is 
to be no relief to them they ought to know it also. 
I have no objection to the motion, if the resola- 
tion be made the special or€er for one e’clock to- 
morrow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Antnony.) 
Does the Senator from Iowa accept that amend- 
ment of his motion? 

Mr, GRIMES. I have nothing to do with 
making # special order. Ll only want to give the 
Senator an opportunity to procure that corre- 
spondence. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I object to making this res- 
olution aspecial order. Ifit passes, it will only be 
but the beginning of five hundred similar bills. We 
shall have similar appeals from contractors who 
agreed to furnish flour or supplies to the Govern- 
ment, and they will have precisely the same claim. 
Every person who by the rise of prices has lost 
money by his contract will have the same claim. 
The principle would apply to all the various de- 
partments of the Government, and I think would 
produce disorder and confusion. I certainly would 
not agree to have a resolution of this sort involy- 
ing private interests made a special order, and in 
that way postpone the consideration of general 
business. 

Mr. HALE. Itis a great mistake to suppose 
that there is any such analogy as that suggested 
by the Senator from Ohio. It is a principle rec- 
ognized in society by every man in the case of a 
contract, whether it be for the building of a ship 
or a house, or anything else, that if the builder, 
relying upon the honor of the person by whom 
he is employed, is directed by him to make altera- 
tions different from those specified in the contract, 
there is an implied obligation that. the man who 
orders those alterations shall pay the man who 
makes tem. It is upon this ground that this 
resolution is based; that the vessels were differ- 
ent from those contracted for. 

There is another consideration very different 
from that; and that is, these gentlemen began to 
build these vessels, and got them in such a state 
af forwardness before the contracts and specifi- 
cations. were furnished, that they. were. at the 
merey of the Department, and they would have. | 
been obliged to Jose a great amount, all the money 
that had been invested in them, if they had not 
submitted to the requirements of the Department. 





pose the further consideration of the joint reso- 


the regiments of other States. 





formed acts.of Christian heroism in saving our 


Mr. HALE. | do not understand it so. How- 
ever, I can have the correspondence here to-mor- 
row. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the motion of the Senator from Lowa to post- 


ution now before thé-Senate until to-morrow. 

Mr. HALE. Before tht is done, thereisa verbal 
amendment that I desire to make in the twenty- 
first line of the resolution. I move to strike out 
the word ‘‘ contracted’’ and to insert the word 
** bargained,’’ because the contract was not act- 
ually executed. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The PRESIDINGOFFICER. The question 
is on the motion to postpone the resolution until 
to-morrow. 

The motion was agreed to. 


ENLISTMENTS IN THE SECEDED STATES. 


Mr. WILSON. I move to take up the bill (H. 
R. No. 261) to provide for the voluntary enlist- 
ment of any persons resident in certain States in 
(Oh, no.”’] I 
want to settle it one way or the other. 

The motion was not agreed to. 


FRIENDLY SIOUX INDIANS. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I ask the Senate to take 
up the bill for the relief of the friendly Sioux In- 
dians which is now lying on the table. 

The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as in 
Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
the bill (S. No. 225) for the relief of certain 
friendly Indians of the Sioux nation in Minnesota. 

Certain Indians of the Sioux nation, during the 
outbreak in Minnesota in 1862, at the risk of their 
livesaided in saving many white men, women, and 
children from being massacred, and, in conse- 

uence of such action, were compelled to aban- 
ox their homes and property, and are now en- 
tirely destitute of the means oY support. The 
bill therefore authorizes and requests the Presi- 
dent of the United States to cause an examination 
to be made in relation to all the facts pertainin 
to the action of those Indians, and to make suc 
provision for their welfare as their necessities and 
future protection may require. For the purpose 
of carrying out the provisions of this act the sum 
vpn is appropriated. 

he Committee on Indian Affairs reported the 
bill with twoamendments. The first amendment 
was in section two, line three, to strike out 
** £10,000” and insert ‘* $7,500.” 

r. DOOLITTLE,. | will ask the' attention 
of the Senate for a moment, asthey may not un- 
derstand this case. The honorable Senator from 
Iowa [Mr, Harxan] introduced ‘this bill; which 
was, referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 
It was based upon the representations of gentle- 
men from the State of Minnesota cognizant of 
the facts—Bishop Whipple. of Minnesota, and 
the Representatives and Senators from Minnesota 
who personally knew something of the facts—and 
aiso from the statement of one Mr. Galbraith, 
who. was the agent of the Indians in Minnesota, 


a letter from whom I have since received and hold 


in my hand, and as it is very short I wil] read it 
to the Senate: 
Wasutneron, April 23, 1864. 


Sin: Permit me through you to say a word to yourcom- 
mittee upon a little matter, which lies closer to my heart 
than most things. A Sioux Indian chief, named Am-pe-tu- 
to-ke cha, Christian name John Otherday, saved my wife 
and children and fifty-eight whites besides, at the time of 
thé Sioux Indian massacre in August and September, A. 
D. 1862. How he saved [ shall not now stop to say—I 
know he saved them. i 

1 want the Government by some substantial aid to recog- 
nize this Sot of Cogiatian heroism. I pray for it; [ beg forit. 

Hon. Wittiam Winpon, of the House of Representatives, 
will furnish you the facts in this matter. 


I am, sir, in haste, v our Obedient ser- 
vant, ver HOMAS J, GALBRAITH, 
Indian Agent. 


James R. Doo United States Senate, Chairman 
" ‘anuliec on Indian Affaire; 4. 


The facts show that this Otherday, who ipone. 


of the chiefs, with certain other Indians there, per- 


OONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 














May 11, 


——$—$—$____—— 


white people from massacre that demand reco 


nition at the hands of the Government. I fally 
concurred in the purpose of the Senator from lowa 
in the bill which he introduced, but when we came 
to examine it and discuss it in detail we thought 
the sum of $7,500 would be sufficient, $2,500 of 
whick by another amendment is to be used for 
the purpose of securing probably a farm in the 
State of Minnesota for this chief Otherday, and the 
remaining $5,000 is to be paid to the other Indians 
who were engaged in this glorious work of saving 
our people from massacre. : 

Mr.SUMNER. How much did the bill ori- 
ginally appropriate? 

Mr. DOOLITTLE. Ten thousand dollars; but 
we thought the sum of $2,500 for the chief, and 
the other sum of $5,000, to be distributed among 
the other Indians according to the terms of the 
bill, would be about right. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question 
is on the amendment of the committee. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The next amendment of the committee was to 
add at the end of section two the following: 


One third of said sum to be paid and expended for the 
benefit of Am-pe-tu-to-ke-cha, or John Otherday, and the 


remainder for the benefit of such other Indians as shall ap- 


pear specially entitled thereto, for their friendly, extraor- 
dinary, and gallant services in rescuing white settlers from 
massacre in Minnesota: Provided, That not more than the 
sum of $500 shall be expended for the benefit of any one 
Indian, except the chief above mentioned ; and that the 
Secretary of the Interior shall report to. the next Congress 
the names of the Indians for whose benefit the same shall 
be expended, and the amount expended for each. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendment was concurred in. The bill 
was ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, 
was read the third time, and passed. 


INDIAN AGENT NEAR GREEN BAY. 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. I desire now to call up 
Senate bill No. 247, in relation to the salary of 
the United States agent for Indians near Green 
Bay. He is the only Indian agent, I believe, that 
we have in the United States whose salary is less 
than $1,500. He has threesmall tribes of Indians 
upon his hands. I desire his salary to be lke 
that of all other agents. That will end my list of 
bills for this morning. 

The motion was agreed to; and the. bill was 
read a second time, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. It directs that the salary of 
the agent of the United States for the Indians in 
the vicinity of Green Bay shall hereafter be fixed 
at the sum of $1,500, to commence with the next 
fiscal year. -. i 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for 4 third 
reading, read the third time, and passed. 


ACCEPTANCE OF BRITISH PRESENT. — 


Mr. SUMNER. [ask the Senate to proceed 
to the consideration of Senate resolution No. 51. 
lt willtake no time, It merely. proposes toallow 
one of our surgeons toreceive a testimonial from 
the British Government. 

The motion was agreed to; and the joint res- 
olution (S. No. 51) authorizing the acceptance of 
a certain testimonial from the Government of 
Great Britain was read the second time, and con- 
sidered as in Committee of the Whole. It au- 
thorizes Surgeon Solomon Sharp, of the Navy of 
the United States, to peers the piece of plate re- 
cently presented to him 7 the Government, of 
Great Britain as a mark of high appreciation of 
the unremitting attention and kindness shown 
by him to certain officers of the British ship 
Greyhound while in the naval hospital under his 
charge at Norfolk, Virginia. 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, read the third time, and passed. 


MILITARY INTERFERENOB WITH ELECTIONS. 


_Mr. _ hahngg I ae S.No. 
37) to prevent officers of the avy 
oad her rsons en d in the military and 
naval service of the United States, from inter- 
ye in mominee. in oF) States be ae nes 
or. the purpose of considering it to uty 
a view to make it-the special. codeeniice Friday 
next;.sothat.on Friday the paneien Feneaany- 
land; {Mr. Jonxson,] who desires.so address 











BevwvemRryys =r Fs” 


. 
P 


e.:SFe 1 ee 





1864. 


Senate upon it, may have an opportunity to be 
heard. 

The motion to take up the bill was agreed to. 

Mr. POWELL. I now move that it be made 
the special order for Friday next at one o’clock. 

Mr. CLARK. I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Antnony 
in the chair.) [t requires a vote oftwo thirds to 
make the bill a special order, 

Mr. POWELL. ‘I hope the Senate will allow 
it to be made a special order. Thie bill has been 
very elaborately discussed, and I think it will take 
but very little-more time in discussion. The Sen- 
ator from Maryland desires to make an argument 
upon it. Lwish to fix a day for its consideration, 
and then dispose of it. I move that it be made 
the special order for Friday next at one o’clock. 

Mr. CLARK. I hope that will not be done, 
I do not think we ought to make any bill of that 
kind a special order at this stage of the session, 
There may be on Friday some very important 
business, very much more important than that, 
that should be considered, and I hope the time 
will not be preoccupied by making this a special 
order. I do not think it should be done. 

Mr. POWELL. If there are any revenue bills 
to be considered on Friday, I will not press:it 
against them; but this is a very important bill, 
and I think we ought to consider it. 

Mr. CLARK. 1 will suggest to the Senator 
that at any time when the Senate may notbe pte- 
occupied, he can move to take.up the bill, anda 
majority of the Senatecan take it up and consider 
it; but now it requires a vote of two thirds to make 
it aspecial order; so that if he lets bis billliealong, 
if he really wants to take it up, he can make the 
motion at a convenient time, and a majority vote 
will be sufficient; but now it requires two thirds. 

Mr. POWELL. I certainly do reaily desire 
to take it up, and I now notify the Senate that I 
shall move to take it up on Friday. Perhaps, 
however, I can. get: a vote of two thirds for this 
motion; and so.I insist on the motion. 

Mr. JOHNSON. When-the bill is taken up 1 
desire to address the Senate, and it makes no dif- 
ference to me whether I speak on Friday or at 
any other time. Ihave no desire to have it made 
the order of the day for any particular day. An 
opportunity will occur, when the Senate is not 
engaged in business which it may think more im- 
portant, when it will permit me to address it on 
the subject. 

Mr. CLARK. I dare say that if the Senator 
desires to address the Senate, the Senate at a con- 
venient time will be glad to hear him, and will 
take up the bill at any convenient time when he 
desires to be heard. 

Mr. JOHNSON. That will satisfy me. 

Mr. FOOT. To thatend, I move that the bill 
lie on the table, and then it will be subject to the 
motion of any Senator who may desire to be 
heard upon it at any time, and it will be within 
the control of a majority of the Senate, and I pre- 
sume the Senator from Maryland can rely upon 
a hearing whenever he shall desire to address the 
Senate on the subject. Imove that the bill lieon 
the table. 

Mr. POWELL. Mr. President—— , 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The motion of 
the Senator from Vermont is not debatable. 

Mr. POWELL. I do not mean to debate it. | 
only wish to withdraw my motion, and to give 
notice that on Friday at one o’tlock I shall move 
to. take up the bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Senator 
from Kentucky withdraws his motion. 

Mr. FOOT. The question is on my motion 
that the bill lie on the table. 

The motion was agreed to. 


“VOLUNTEER NAVAL APPOINTMENTS. 
Mr. HALE submitted the following report: 


The committee of conference appointed to take into con- 
sideration the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
bill (H. R. No. 370) to appoint certain officers of the Navy, 
having met, after full and free conference have agreed and 
do recommend to their respective Houses as follows: 

That‘the House of Representatives concur in the first 
amendment of the Senate, and that the Senate recede from 
the other amendments made by it to the bill. 

~~ JOHN P. HALE, 
W.T. WILLEY, 
ALEXANDER RAMSEY, 
gers on the part of the Senate. 
PF. Av PIKE, : 
WILLIAM D. KELLEY, 
Managers on the part of the House. 
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Mr. HALE also submitted the following re- transportation by animal power in the field, at 


port: 


The committee of conference appointed to take into con- 
sideration the disagreeing votes of the two Houses on the 
bill (8. No. 76) entitled “An act relating to appointments 
in the naval service and courts-martial,’’ having met, after 
full and free conference have agreed and do recommend to 
their respective Houses to agree as follows: 

That the House of Representatives recede from its vote 
striking out the first section of the bill, which shall be 
amended so as to read as follows: 

Hereafter all appointments in the volunteer naval service 
of the United States above the rank of acting master shall 
be submitted to the Senate for confirmation in the same 
way and manner as appointments in the regular Navy are 
required to be submitted. 

JOHN P. HALE 


W. 'T. WILLEY, 

ALEXANDER RAMSEY, 
Managers on the part of the Senate, 

F. A. PIKB, 

WILLIAM D. KELLBY, 
Managers on the part of the House. 


QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT. 


On motion of Mr. WILSON, the bill (S. No. 
154) to provide for the better organization of the 

uartermaster’s department, was considered asin 
Comenities of the Whole. It provides thatthere 
shall be established in the office of the Quarter- 
master General of the Army the following divis- 
ions, each of which shall be placed in the charge 
of a competent officer of the quartermaster’s de- 
partment, to be assigned to such duty by the Sec- 
retary of War, who shall, under such rules as 
may be prescribed by the Quartermaster General, 
with the approval of the Secretary of War, trans- 
act the business of such division. 

The first division is to have charge of the pur- 
chase, procurement, and disposition of horses for 
cavalry, artillery, wagon, and ambulance trains, 
and all other purposes for which horses may be 
procured for the armies of the United States. The 
second division is to have charge of the purchase, 
procurement, issue, and disposition of cloth and 
clothing, knapsacks, camp and garrison equipage, 
andali accouterments of the soldier which are pro- 
vided by the quartermaster’s department. The 
third division is to have charge of the purchase, 
charter, hire, and maintenance of all vessels to be 
used in the transportation of the Army, and of 
prisoners of war, and of their supplies, on the 
ocean, and the bays and sounds connected there- 
with, and upon the northern and northwestern 
lakes, including all vessels propelled by steam or 
otherwise, owned or employed by the War De- 
partment, excepting river steam vessels upon the 
western riverg, The fourth division is to have 
charge of the purchase, charter, hire, mainte- 
nance, and procurement of all transportation for 
the Army, and its supplies by land and upon 
western rivers, (other than transportation by an- 
imal power in the field, and at camps, garrisons, 
posts, depots, and stations, ) including all railroad 
and telegraph lines operated by the United States 
for military purposes, and of all steam rams and 
gunboats owned or employed by the War Depart- 
ment upon the western rivers, until other disposi- 
tion shall be made ofthem by competent authority, 
The fifth division is to have charge of the pur- 
chase, procurement, issue, and disposition of for- 
age and straw for the Army. The sixth division 
is to have charge of the erection, procurement, 
maintenance, disposition, &¢., of all barracks, 
hospital buildings, storehouses, stables, bridges, 
(other than railroad pndess wharves, and other 
structures composed in whole or in part of lum- 
ber, and of all lumber, nails, and hardware for 
building purposes, and of the hire and commnp- 
tation of quarters for officers, the hire of quarters 
for troops, the hire of grounds for cantonments 
or other military purposes, and the repair‘ and 
care of all buildings and other structures in this 
act mentioned, and of all grounds owned, hired, 
or ppcapied for military purposes, eXcept such as 
are lawfully under the charge of other bureaus of 
the War Department; and of extra pay to soldiers 
employed in erecting barracks or other fatigue 
duty, under the acts of March 2, 1819, and Au- 
gust 4, 1854. The seventh division is to have 
charge of the purchase, procurement, issue, and 
disposition of all wagons, ambulances, traveling 
forges, and harness, (except such as are furnished 
by the ordnance department,) and of all hardware 
except as hereinbefore provided; and of all fuel 
for officers and. enlisted men, camps, garrisons, 
hospitals, posts, storehouses, offices, public trans- 
ports, steam rams, and Army gunboats, and of all 


camps, garrisons, posts, depots, and stations; and 


of the construction and repair of roads other than 
| railroads; and of the compensation of wagon and 


forage masters, and of clerks to officers of the 

quartermaster’s department; and of the purchase 

of heating and cooking stoves; and of the ex- 
penses 0 Gcuista-murtial, military commissions, 

and courts of inquiry; and of mileage and allow- 

ances to officers for the transportation of them- 

selves and their baggage when traveling upon 

duty without troops, escorts, or supplies; and of 
supplies for prisoners of war and such refugees 

as the Secretary of War may direct to be tempo- 

rarily provided for; and of the purchase of sta- 

tionery, blanks, and blank-books for the quarter- 

master’s department; and of the printing of the 

division and department orders and reports; and 

of the proper and authorized’ expenses for the 

movements and operations of an army not ex- 
pressly assigned to any other division or depart- 
ment. The eighth division is to have charge of 
all inspections of the quartermaster’s department 
and of all reports made by officers assigned to 
inspection duty, analyzing and preserving the re- 
ports as received, and communicating, through 
the Quartermaster General, to the chiefs of the 
proper divisions such portions of these reports 
as may be necessary for their information and 
use. he officers assigned to inspection @uty are 
to have power not only to report and to point out 
any errors or abuses which they may discover in 
the practical operations of the quartermaster’s 
department, but to give, by order of the Quar- 
termaster General, the ordérs which may be im- 
mediately necessary to correct and to prevent a 
continuance of such abuses or errors. All such 
orders are to be immediately reported to the chief 
of the inspection division for the approval or oth- 
erwise of the Quartermaster General. The ninth 
division is to have charge of all the correspond- 
ence, returns, reports, and records received, filed, 
and preserved in the office of the Quartermaster 
General, and of the transmission thereof to the 
several other divisions of that office and Depart- 
ments of the Government. 

The supplies and material for the principal de- 
pots of the quartermaster’s department are to be 
purchased after due public notice by the heads of 
the several divisions, except in cases of supplies 
procured within the field of active military oper- 
ations, which are purchased or taken from the 
inhabitants of the seat of war or its immediate 
vicinity, and except in case of emergency not ad- 
mitting of délay. In military departments west 
of the Miseotir river, or so remote from the seat 
of Government as to make this mode of supply 
ipexpedient, the Secretary of War may, in his 

iscretion, assign to officers of the quartermaster’s 
department the daty of making purchases and 
contracts for such military departments, in whole 
or in part, and of making payments therefor. Such 
officers of the quartermaster’s départment’so au- 
thorized to make purchases are not to inspect, 
measure, weigh, or receive the,articles purchase 
or contracted fot by them, but such inspecting, 
measuring, weighing, and receiving is to be per- 
formed by the quartermasters attached to the com- 
mands or depots for whose use the articles ard 
purchased or contracted for. 

The heads of the several divisions under the 
direction of the Quartermaster General are from 
time to time to advertise for proposals for the sup- 
plies necessary for the movements and operations 
of the several armies, posts, detachments, garri- 
sons, hospitals, and for other military purposes, 
in newspapers having general circulation in those 
parts of the country where such supplies can be 
most advantageously furnished, having regard 


also to the places where such supplies are to be. 


delivered and used; and all such supplies so pur- 
chased or contracted for are to be subject to care- 
ful inspection, and all clothing and camp and gar- 
rison equipage is to be subject to a double inspec- 
tion, first, as to the quality of thé material, and 
second, as to the kind and character of the work- 


manship, which inspection in all cases is to be. 


performed by or under the direction of the officers 
in charge of the-depots where such supplies may 
be ordered to be delivered, or by or under the 
direction of the quartermasters of the commands 
for whose use they may be purchased or con- 
tracted for; and all payments for supplies so pur- 
chased are to be made by the officers in charge 
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of the several divisions above mentioned, upon 
receipts or certificates from the officers inspecting 


and receiving such supplies, prepared in such 
form and attested in such manner as 4g OH pre- | 
scribed by the Quartermaster General, But pur- 


chases made in the field may be paid for by the 
officers authorized to make such purchases, and | 


| to be deemed prima facie evidence of fraud, and it 


| notify the Treasurer of the United States of such 


payments for hire of persons employed at the 


several depots, or in the operations of the quar- 
termaster’s department in the field; payments for 


. - b | 
mileage to officers, commatation of their fuel and } 


quarters, allowances to officers attending courts- 
martial and military commissions, the oxpenets of 
such courts and commissions, occasional freights 


earned by vessels and steamboats, and by trans- || General shall believe that the public interests will 
portation, stage, and railroad, or other transpor- || be promoted by allowing any such contract to re- 
tation companies, when not exceeding tle sum of || main in the handsof the quartermaster who exe- 


$5,000, may be made by officers of the quarter- || 
y y 4g 
i 


master’s department w 
such dats. 


it is to be the duty of the Quartermaster Gen- | 
eral to establish depots, from time to time, at || 


places convenient to the principal armies in the 
field, for receiving and distributing the supplies 
necessary for such armies, and for the detach- 
ments, posts, and hospitals most accessible to 
such depots; and the business of inspecting, 
weighing, measuring, and receiving supplies for 
such armies, detachments, posts, and hospitals, 
and of giving receipts or certificates therefor to 
the persons furnishing such supplies, is to be car- 
ried on as far as practicable at such depots; but 
the Quartermaster General, or the heads of the 
several divisions above mentioned, may cause 
such supplies to be sent from the place of pur- 
chase directly to the quartermasters of the com- 
mands'for whose use they are procured, in any 
cases where it may be more economical or advan- 
tageous so to do; and in cases where horses, 
clething, or camp and garrison equipage may be 
sosent, suitable and competent inspectors are to be 
sent to examine the same before they are issued 
and receipted for. 

When an emergency shall gxist requiring the 
immediate procurement of supplies for the neces- 
sary movements and operations of an army or de- 
tachment, and when such supplies cannot be pro- 
cured from any established depot of the quar- 
termaster’s department, or from the head of the 
division charged with the duty of furnishing such 
supplies, within the required time, then it is to be 
lawful for the commanding officer of such army 
or detachment to order the chief quartermaster of 
such army or detachment to procure such supplies 
during the continuance of such emergency, but 
no longer, in the most expeditious manner; and 
it is to be the duty of such quartermaster to 
obey such order; and his accounts of the dis- 
bursement of moneys for such supplies are to be 
accompanied by the order of the commanding 
officer, or a certified copy of the same, and also 
by a statement of the particular facts and circum- 
stances, with their dates, constituting such emer- 


gency. . 

All quartermaster’s supplies for the use of the 
armies of the United States, except as provided 
in the preceding sections, are to be obiained from 
the established depots of the quartermaster’s de- 
partment, or from the heads of the several divis- 
ions in, such manner, not inconsistent with the 
provisions of this act,as the Quartermaster Gen- 
eral may prescribe. 

It is to be the Ber of the Quartermaster Gen- 
eral, immediately after the passage of this act, 
and at least once in every three mouths thereafter, 
to require from the principal quartermasters of 
the several military departments and depots ap- 
proximate statements of the aggregate amounts 
of supplies on hand and estimates of the addi- 
tional amounts required for the service for the 
ensuing three months, stating at what places such 
supplies will be required and what amounts are 
legatly contracted for but not yetdelivered. And 
it is to be the duty of the heads of the several di- 
visions to purchase or contract. for the supplies 
which the Cuareerhidinner General may estimate 
to be necessary in accordance with law, and all 

uartermasters are forthwith to turn over to the 
uariermaster General, to be assigned to the 
heads of the seVeral divisions, all contracts not 
yet fulfilled which they may have executed on 
half of the United States,-and. all proposals 
which they may have received in answer to ad- 
vertisements for future supplies; and if any quar- 


o may be charged with || 
|| of two months, and no longer. 


one month, to turn over to the Quartermaster Gen- 
eral any such contract, such neglect or refusal is 


will be the duty of the Quartermaster General to 


neglect or refusal, and the Treasurer of the Uni- 
ted States is thereupon to suspend payment of all 
checks or drafts of such quartermaster, and the 
pay of such quartermaster is to be stopped until 
he shall have made a satisfactory explanation to 
the Secretary of War of such negleet or refusal, 
If an emergency shall exist, as provided in the 
fifth section of this act, and the Quartermaster 


cuted the same, then such contract may remain 
in the hands of such quartermaster for the space 


All inspectors of horses, clothing, fuel, forage, 
lumber, and other supplies of the quartermaster’s 
department are to be sworn (or afirmed) to per- 
form their duties in a faithful avd impartial man- 
ner, and for any corruption, willful neglect, or 
fraud in the harloranpes of their duties they are 
to be liable to punishment by fine and imprison- 
ment, by sentence of court-martial or military com- 
mission; and if any contractor or person furnish- 
ing such supplies shall give, or offer to give, to any 
inspector of such supplies, or to any other person 
for his use, directly or indivectly, any money, or 
other valuable consideration, such person giving, 
or offering to give such money, or other valuable 
consideration, is to forfeit to the United States the 
full amount of his contract or contracts with the 
United States, and the name and offense of such 
person is to be published in general orders, and 
also in one newspaper of general circulation at 
his place of residence, and it will be unlawful 
thereafter for any officer of the United States to 
make any contract with such iperaee 

If any contractor or person furnishing supplies 
or transportation shall give,or offer togive,orcause 
to be given, to any officer or employé of the quarter- 
roaster’s department having charge of the receipt 
or disposition of the supplies or transportation 
furnished by him, or in any way connected there- 
with, any money or other valuakle consideration, 
directly or indirectly, all contracts and charters 
with such person are, at the option of the Secre- 
tary of War, to be null and void; and if any officer 
or employé of the quartermaster’s department 
shall knowingly accept any such mney or other 
valuable consideration from such person, he is to 
be deemned guilty of malfeasance and be punished 
by fine or imprisonment, or both, as a court-mar- 
tial or military commission may direct. 


The heads of tlie several Executive Depart- || 


ments of the Government may designate the 
newspapers which shall be entitled to publish the 
advertisements required by law to be published 
by such Departments. The rates of publication 
of such advertisements are not to be higher than 
those paid by private individuals advertising as 
largely in the same newspapers. And the twelfth 
section of the “Act making appropriations for the 
naval service for the year ending the 30th June, 
1846,” approved March 3, 1845, is to be repealed. 
Whenever it shat become necessary to purchase 
any steam or sailing vessel for the use of the quar- 
termaster’s department, the same shall be first in- 
spected by one or more competent naval officers 
detailed in accordance with the provisions of the 
act authorizing the detail of naval officers for the 
service of the War Department, approved Feb- 
ruary 12, 1862, and all steam vessels are to be in- 
spected by an officer skilled in the construction and 
operation of steam machinery, in addition to the 
other usual inspection of such vessels. And it is 
to be unlawful for any officer of the quartermiaster’s 
department to purchase any vessel for the United 
States until such inspection shall have been fully 
made,.and until the inspecting officers shall have 
reported favorably upon the condition of such 
vessel. ; 7 L 
The officers placed in charge of the several 
divisions thus to be created are, during the time 
that they remain in such charge, each to have the 
rank, pay, and emoluments of a colonel in the 
uartermaster’s department. ‘The Quartermaster 
Ge may, with the approval of the Secretary 
of W: r, from time to time, and according to the 
necehaitien of the public service, change the distri- 
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| bution of duties among them; and all such changes 
are to be forthwith published in general orders of 
_ the War Department. 

During the continuance of the present rebellion 
the Secretary of War may assign to duty, as in- 
spectors of the quartermaster’s departmeut, six 
officers, to be selected from the regular and vol- 
unteer officers who have served for not less than 
one year in that department, who shall have, 
while so assigned and acting, the temporary rank, 
pay, and emoluments of lieutenant colonels of the 
quartermaster’s department. When any one of 
those officers is relieved from such duty, hits tem- 

orary rank, pay, and emoluments will cease, and 
Re will return to his lineal rank in the depart- 
ment, 

The bill had been reported from the Committee 
on Military Affairs and the Militia with amend- 
ments, The first amendment was in line twelve 
of the first section, after the word “ horses”’ to 
insert *fand mules;’’ and in line fourteen to in- 
sért “or mules” after ‘‘ horses;’’ so as to make 
the clause read: 


The first division shall have charge of the purchase, pro- 
curement, and disposition of horses and mules for cavatry, 
artillery, wagon, and ambulance trains, aud all other pur- 
poses for which horses or mules may be procured for the 
armies of the United States. 


The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to insert the words 
‘*and barges”’ after ‘* vessels,’’ in line twenty- 
eight of section one. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to strike out the 
words * principal depots of the” before ‘* quar- 
termaster’s,”’ in line two of section two; so as-to 
make the section read: 

That the supplies and material for the quartermaster’s 


department shall be purchased after due public notice by 
the heads of the several divisions, &c. 


The amendment was agreed ‘to. 


The next amendment was to strike out the word 
** transportation’ before ‘‘ stage,’’ in line thirty- 
three of section three, . 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The next amendment was to insert the word 
** mules’’ after ** horses,’’ in line sixteen of sec- 
tion four. 

The amendment was agreed to. 


The nextamendment was in line two of section 
eight, afterthe word ** horses’’ to insert. ** mules;’’ 
and after ‘“* lumber’? to insert ** hired transports;’’ 
so as to make the section read: 

That al! inspectors of horses, mules, clothing, fuel, for- 
age, lumber, hired transports, and other supplies of the 
quartermasier’s department shall be sworn, &e.. 

The next amendment was to insert the words 

' €or transportation” afier ‘* supplies,” in lines 





| nine and ten of section eight. 
The amendment was agreed to. 


The nextamendment was to strike out the tenth 
section of the bill, which was as follows: 


Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the hends of the 
several Executive Departments of the Government may 
designate the wewspaper which shall be entitled to publish 
the advertisements required by law to be published by such 
Departments: Provided, That the rates of publication of 
such advertisements shall not be higher than those paid by 
private individuals advertising as largely in the same news- 
papers. And the twelfth section of the ‘Act making ap- 
propretions for the naval service for the year epding the 

1 June, 1846," approved March 3, 1845, shall be, and the 
same is hereby, repealed. — 


Mr: GRIMES. [ hope that section will not 
be stricken out. “ 
Mr. WILSON. [I think itis unnecessary to 


have that section in the bill; it will do no goud; 
and I hope, therefore, it will be stricken ont; and 
if Senators want to legislate on matters connected 
with advertising let it be somewhere else. 

Mr. GRIMES. As the section is here L-hope 
the Senate wiil consent to let it remainhere. The 
first portion ofthe section only declares what the 
law ought to be, and perhaps already is: 

‘That the heads. of the several Executive Depariments 
of the Government may designate the newspaper which 
shall be entitled to publish the advertisements required by 
Jaw to be published by such Deparunents: Provided, That 
the sates: of publication of such advertisements shall not 
be higher than those paid by private individuaisadvertising 
as largely in the same newspapers. 

That.is,the valuable part of the section. The 
q t’s department, as; the Senate ver 
well know, furnishes an immense amount of ad- 
vertising} and under a provision which in some 
m us way got inc into an appro- 








